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The Witness Of The 
Southern Presbyterian 


Church In The 
Far East 


Our Church officially testifies that all the de- 
nominations “which maintain the Word and Sacra- 
ments in their fundamental integrity are to be 
recognized as true branches of the Church of Jesus 
Christ.” Indeed, wherever even two or three are 
gathered in His Name there is Christ, and where 
the Head of the Church is there is the Church. 


We also recognize, however, that God has raised 
up sundry denominations to bear witness to par- 
ticular truths which might otherwise be neglected, 
e.g. the Baptist to regeneration, the Methodist 
to the salvation of souls, the Lutheran to justi- 
fication by faith alone—the Gospel, the Episco- 
palian to worship. In the same vein we are confi- 
dent that God has raised up the Presbyterian and 
Reformed to keep the God-concept in the center of 
religious thinking, to keep our thinking Augus- 
tinian, theocentric. Man’s chief end is to glorify 
God and enjoy Him forever. Thus we bear witness 
to the honor or glory of God and to His sovereignty 
over all life, thought, salvation. 


Calvin says that the analogy of faith or the 
invariable standard by which all interpretations 
of Scripture are to be tested is that all glory 
belongs to God—to God alone be glory, soli Deo 
gloria. “For what is more consistent with faith 
than to acknowledge ourselves naked of all virtue, 
that we may be clothed by God; empty of all 
good, that we may be filled by Him; slaves of sin, 
that we may be liberated by Him; blind, that we 
may be enlightened by Him; lame, that we may be 
guided; weak, that we may be supported by Him; 
to divest ourselves of all ground of glorying, that 
He alone may be eminently glorious and that we 
may glory in Him.” 


Accordingly, Calvinism does not accept the Ar- 
minian wisecrack that election means God votes 
for you and the Devil votes for you and you have 
the deciding vote. If a man’s vote is the decisive 
thing taking him to heaven then that man deserves 
the credit for getting to heaven. But Jesus said 





to Peter, “Flesh and blood has not revealed it 
unto thee, but My Father which is heaven.” John 
adds that those who receive Christ and so become 
the sons of God were born not of blood, nor of the 
will of flesh, nor of the will of man—but of God, 
According to the Apostle Paul, “of Him are ye in 
Christ Jesus,” ‘He saved us and called us witha 
holy calling not according to our works but accord- 
ing to His own purpose and grace which were 
given us in Christ Jesus before times eternal,” 
The Synod of Dort places the fault and the sin of 
rejecting the Gospel offer upon those who reject 
it and gives the glory for those who accept it 
to the saving grace of God. 











Even evangelical Arminians do not take into 





account sufficiently the honor, the glory and the — 





authority of God. They profess the infinite and in- 
mutable omnipotence of God, but they deny what 
they have just affirmed by laying down a phi- 
losophical concept of created liberty according to 
which the exercise of this liberty produces a change 
in God, limiting His omnipotence. As Professor A. 
Lecerf of Paris puts it: “By their soli Deo gloria, 
Reformed (Presbyterian) Christians understand 
the following axiom: the principle of the analogy 
of faith is that in no sense does God depend on 
His creatures, either in the order or reality or in 
the order of thought; but that, on the contrary, 
His decretive will has sovereign dominion over all 
things, while His preceptive will has sovereign at- 
thority over all minds, so that He is the author, 
the first cause and the source of all good.” An In 
troduction to Reformed Dogmatics, pp. 378-382. 
















In following editorials we plan to touch 
other emphases of our testimony. With Paul and 
the Reformation the foundation and the central 
object of our faith as of our Gospel is Jesus 
Christ; it is not, as with Schleiermacher, religion 
or piety; nor as with some philosophers, a vague 
theism. Further, with the Hussites, the Reformers, 
and the Scottish worthies we witness to Christ 4 
the only King, the sole lawgiver in Zion, and t 
God, the Holy Spirit, who effectually applies the 
redemption wrought by Christ. 













What will become of the testimony of our Church J 





in the far east if we put our Foreign Missiol 
funds into union educational institutions in which 
the United Board of American control will center 
in New York under the chairmanship of a ther 
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logical liberal, who, according to his own General 
Assembly, ought not to have been licensed since 
he could not accept the historical statements of 
Matthew and Luke on the virgin birth? Under this 
control will we be able to safeguard our testimony 
in a union university in East China where the 
Northern Baptist teaching is reported as liberal 
and naturalistic? Will we make a clear testimony 
when we are united in the support of Yenching 
University where the Dean of the theological De- 
partment says that “the divine-human Christ of 
the West must become the human-divine Jesus 
of the Chinese people’’? 


The proposal for a “Christian University” in a 
Japanese city destroyed by the atom-bomb stems, 
at least in part, from those pacifists who think 
that the bomb ought not to have been dropped. 
Some of us who know that our chaplains were 
being briefed to bury one million American boys 
when we landed to capture the home islands of 
Japan, are not convinced that the dropping of the 
atom bombs was the greatest of two evils either 
for our boys or for the Japanese people. Further, 
Doshisha which started as a Christian University 
became so non-Christian that even the Japanese 
at one time admitted the impropriety thereof. Dur- 
ing the War, the Golden Castle College engaged 
in Shinto shrine worship for which its President 
has since expressed penitence. What is to prevent 
any or all of these union enterprises from being 
taken over by a revived nationalism in the East or 
by a victorious communism and used for purposes 
as different from Christianity as is the Moham- 
medan use of Gordon College at Kartum? What 
becomes of our witness to the whole counsel of 
God in these union enterprises? If we are not in 
a denominational organization to bear a clear testi- 
mony of the glory of God, to the things of Jesus 
Christ, to the efficacy of the Holy Spirit—what 
raison d’etre has our denomination? 


Further, the effort to get our Mission to throw 
its support exclusively to the united church of 
Japan means putting financial pressure upon the 
Japanese ministers to do what the consciences of 
some of them tell them not to do. The present 
program of our Mission and our Executive Com- 
mittee of helping those we formerly helped wheth- 
er they are in the United Church or in the Re- 
formed (Presbyterian) Church is in accord with 
the American and the Presbyterian doctrine of 
liberty of conscience. Why must our Church give 
its Japanese support exclusively to this organi- 
zation whose unity was forced upon it by the Im- 
perial War Government of Japan which was en- 
gaged in preventing free Christian worship and 


compelling all Japan to engage in Shinto-shrine 
worship? 


Are we arriving at the place against which 
Dabney warned us: “The Protestant world will 
soon be educated to set inordinate store by what 
God makes least account—formal union—at the 
expense of what he regards as of supreme value 
—doctrinal fidelity’? Johnson, Life and Letters 
of R. L. Dabney, Page 382. —Wm.C.R. 


Gilding The Lily 





Men talk at length about “explaining Christ.” 
They elongate theories about His humanity: they 
discourse volubly and sagely about His Divine na- 
ture. One wonders how grateful He is to His adula- 
tors, who adulate and adulate, and bow Him out 


with heaped-up adulation. You don’t have to “ex- 
plain Christ”: you need only to accept Him, and 
that on His own terms, as the only Saviour from 
sin and unto life, and then to lift Him up! 


It was not until after the fervent passion of 
those early years, when men came to more leisure 
terms with life, and after the immediacy and 
urgency of the proclamation of the Gospel had 
worn off, that men began to enter into discus- 
sions on the nature of the Christ. As long as they 
were instant in doing His commands, there was 
scant time for argument and little room for 
analysis. The Gospels contain no arguments: they 
abound with life and enthusiasm and fire. When 
men tarry to make explanation of the Lord, they 
so frequently lose Him. Epistemonic experience is 
not required: but moral and spiritual is. Fact 
and not dialectics, revelation and not metaphysics, 
are the burden of Scripture. For example, the 
“emptying” of the Lord of Glory is not explained. 
Neither is it defended. It is presented. None 
doubts the value of learning. But it is well to keep 
in mind that the Devil may use human wisdom 
to deploy if not dissipate the forces of righteous- 
ness in a manner very disadvantageous if not fatal 
to the strategy of Christian enterprise. Witness that 
atrocity of Missionary Inquiry of some years 
past. 


What is being said is: Do we know Him, or do 
we merely know about Him? Christology is found 
in books by theologians (or aspirants!); Christ is 
found in the Book and in obedience to His orders. 
It is still true as when our Lord uttered the 
dictum: “If any man will do His will he shall know 
of the doctrine . . .”, which doctrine includes both 
the person and the purpose of the Eternal Son of 
God. Surely in this enlightened day, on the il- 
luminating basis of so long experience, men should 
know beyond question that the way to God is not 
by the route of the wisdom of this world. The 
wisdom which is the principal thing is not the 
wisdom found in books by human writers, none 
decrying their aid. 


And again, as with the Living Word, so with the 
Written Word. Aristotle is not the Bible. Christian 
logistics, but not logic, is what has always been 
required of the followers of the Great Captain of 
our Salvation in His conquering advance. It is 
not impossible for one to know so much about the 
Bible that the Bible is unknown! The Bible is 
either Divine or not Divine. If the latter, then 
Christianity is the greatest hoax ever perpetrated 
by mortal man on his fellows. (This does not refer 
to veneer), If the former, then we would do well 
to take our orders and our theology from its 
pages, and undergirded by its teachings, and not 
from the press-releases of the latter-day theo- 
logians. Whittling down the Word of God, whether 
by pen-knife or by pen, whether by king on throne 
or by Mr. Ipse Dixit in a theological chair, is 
witless as bootless. Neither great books about 
Christ nor great buildings and stately to Christ, 
necessarily fulfil the great commission nor glorify 
the Lord of Glory. Too much paraphernalia may 
serve only to impede progress, like the whistle on 
Mark Twain’s boat. Work for the Savior may be 
diverted or halted or perverted by what may 
appear to us as necessary beauty, but really is 
beautifully unnecessary. The Word is clear. The 
way is plain. O for a return to the simplicity which 
is in (towards) Christ! More guilders: less gilders: 
greater success unto His praise! —R.F.G. 














Is It AdequateP 


A faith without a creed or doctrine is an im- 
possibility. Declining to adhere to a set of beliefs 
would in itself constitute a doctrine. 





The Christian faith is one which embodies a 
system of beliefs. Call them doctrines, creeds, 
statements or whatever you may wish, there can be 
no Christianity unless that Christianity stands for 
something. To argue otherwise is to be childish. 










If it is true that Christianity is based on certain 
doctrines or beliefs then the next step is to as- 
certain what those beliefs are, Protestantism 
emerged from the shackles of the Dark Ages to 
bring focus on certain abiding truths. There have 
always been areas of interpretation where pious 
and learned men have differed. But these differ- 
ences have been slight as compared with the areas 
where Christian men have agreed. This emphasis on 
positive beliefs was the springboard of the Refor- 
mation and this continued for centuries. 













With the development of Higher Criticism the 
emphasis was on doubt, on questioning the au- 
authority of the Bible, and on the elevation of the 
intellect as the final authority, rather than, “It is 
written,” or “Thus saith the Lord.” This destruc- 
tive critical attitude gradually permeated theo- 
logical thinking and writing until an unwary gen- 
eration arose which has minimized beliefs and mag- 
nified action or works. 















Our Presbyterian heritage is one of a great sys- 
tem of doctrine, based on the Word of God and 
embodied in the Westminster Confession of Faith 
and the Standards of our Church. The terse com- 
ment of another generation, “The Shorter Cate- 
chism makes good men and good citizens,” was uot 
an idle witticism; it was a statement of fact. Right- 
eous lives come from right beliefs and we Presby- 
terians believe that doctrine must be the under- 
lying source of right living. 







All of which leads us to the serious question: 
Can the ecumenical movement which trims its doc- 
trinal basis down to “loyalty to Jesus Christ as 
Divine Lord and Saviour” justify itself before an 
' unbelieving world? 


The desperate need of this world in which we 
live will never be met by an organization, no mat- 
ter how large or how high-sounding its name, which 
finds itself unable to come with a more complete 
message. 

















The very fallacy of any such hope is found in 
some of these world ecumenical leaders who in 
their writings and in their public utterances dis- 
avow Jesus Christ as you and I know Him to be. 


For this statement of “loyalty” to be valid, as 
Protestantism has always interpreted it, it must 
mean that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, very 
God Himself; that He was born of a virgin; that 
He showed His divine power by performing many 
miracles; that He died on the cross shedding His 
blood for the sins of the world; that there is no 
other salvation than through faith in Him; that 
His body arose from the tomb, and that He as- 
cended into Heaven from whence He is coming 
back to judge the world. 












*“Because the ecumenical movement, for the 
sake of an outward show of unity, is willing to 
sidestep these doctrines of Christianity, doctrines 
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without which there is no gospel to preach, it woul 
seem that by this very fact it is doomed to failure 
as a force for evangelization of the world. 


This is a strong statement but how else cay 
Christianity justify its existence in this world? 
Jesus Christ came to save us from our sins. He 
died for us. The eternal Son of God had to come 
into this world which He had created to redeem jt 
back to God. That is what the Church is here to 
preach. When, for the sake of expediency, the gos. 
pel message itself is soft-pedalled, that a great ip. 
clusive organization may be formed, has not tra. 
gedy in the Christian world reached its peak? 


But, we are not as pessimistic as our statement 
so far might indicate. We know that in every de. 
nomination there is a great host who believe the 
truth and who honestly wish to live it and make 
it known to others, The future of the witness of 
the Church rests with these believers. Organizations 
and great movements will wax and wane but the 
true Church of Jesus Christ will go on until the 
Bridegroom comes for His Bride. 


Our deep concern is that in our time there may 
arise men and organizations who, in love, humility 
and with holy boldness will proclaim the unsearch- 
able (and unchanging) riches of God’s grace in 
Christ Jesus. The world does not need a great 
super-church. It does need a clear-cut witness as to 
how to be saved. 


We know and admire many good men who seem 
enthralled with and enmeshed in the ecumenical 
movement—men who feel the hope of Christianity 
rests in such a great union of believers. But, we 
believe they are mistaken as to the ultimate results 
of such a movement. If there was a glorious re- 
affirmation of the faith of Christianity, as found 
in the Word of God and a calling of the world to 
repentance from sin and faith in the redeeming 
work of Jesus Christ, we would rejoice and wish to 
share fully in such an effort. 


It will take more than “loyalty” to Jesus Christ 
as Divine Lord and Saviour to save this doomed 
world. —L.N.B. 


The Joy Of Salvation 


The only people in this world who know what 
real joy is are Christians. Certainly we Christians 
owe it to the world to let them see this joy re 
flected in our daily lives. 





The source of this joy is manifold. 


First there is the joy of sins forgiven; a restored 
fellowship with God which comes only by confes- 
sion of sin, repentance for sin and trusting in the 
Lord Jesus Christ for pardon. 


Then there is the joy of security. Only Chris 
tians have any real security, either for this life or 
the next. Jesus told His disciples security in this 
life is for those who put Him and His Kingdom 
first, Then He told them to also rejoice, “‘because 
your names are written in heaven.” 


Another source of joy is found in the fact that 
our happiness is not. dependent on outside circum 
stances. Christians can have peace and joy despite 
affliction, sorrow, suffering, danger or any of the 
contingencies of life. One of the most glorious 
clauses in the eternal insurance policy of the Chris 
tian is this: ““And we know that all things work t- 
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gether for good to them that love God, to them 
who are called according to his purpose.” 


Finally, Christian service brings joy and satis- 
faction which could never be compensated for by 
things of this world. Those who have shared in 
winning souls for Christ, or in doing something in 
His name for those in need, have experienced an 
inner glow which is joy indeed. 


It will be a profitable experience if we recount 
to ourselves some of these sources of the Christian’s 
joy, experience them afresh and pass them on to 
others. The words of the old Negro spiritual were 
pased on fact: “I does believe widout a doubt, dat 
Christians has a right to shout.” If Christians ap- 
preciated more what they have in Jesus Christ 
there would be more shouting and singing in the 
heart, more happiness in our faces and more effec- 
tive Christian living. 


“These things have I spoken unto you, that my 
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might 
be full.” —L.N.B. 





An Important Query 


The General Assembly of 1948, meeting in At- 
lanta, Ga., asked that the union agitation, so 
seriously disturbing the Church and hindering its 
missionary and evangelistic program, be discon- 
tinued for five years. 


The Committee on Co-operation and Union 
should tell the Church, for the Church has the 
right to know, just wherein is the difference in the 
Committee’s pressure campaign for union with the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and the Commit- 
tee’s campaign for a wider acquaintance with that 
Church, in its disturbing effect, that is to be under- 
taken with such vigor in so many avenues? 


Does a change in the name of a thing change 
the thing itself? —J.R.R. 





God’s Fluoroscope 


“For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and under- 
standeth all the imaginations of the thoughts.” 
I Chron. 28:9. 


The omnipotent and omnipresent God is never 
fooled by the pretense of man. He is looking into 
and searching our hearts. He knows our motives; 
where our first-love is, This sobering thought should 
keep every Christian humble. It should also prompt 
us to confess our sins and by God’s grace to turn 
from them. 


Introspection is a necessary part of Christian 
discipline, but to be healthy we must be aided by 
the Holy Spirit. David recognized this when he 
said: “Seach me, O God, and know my heart: try 
me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any 
Wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever- 
lasting.” Ps. 139 :23-24. 


A Christian profession which is not coupled with 
4 consistent Christian life is a mockery. Certainly 
one reason for such a condition is the self-delusion 
that what we are inside is our own secret. We for- 
get that man looks on the outward appearance but 
God looks on the heart. 


We do not believe a healthy Christian life can 
| ever be maintained until we daily search our hearts 


and label sin just what it is: Sin. Overt acts con- 
trary to God’s will are sins. Also pride, jealousy ° 
and those petty things which so mar our testimony. 


Through a fluoroscope a physician sees something 
of the inner condition of the body. God’s fluoro- 
scope sees everything. “Neither is there any crea- 
ture that is not manifest in his sight: but all things 
are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do.” Heb. 4:13. 


Recognition of this fact and acting accordingly 
will bring peace to the spirit. —L.N.B. 





Calling A Consultation 
By Rev. O. F. Yates 


Recently it was my privilege to attend a supper 
meeting of the New Orleans Chapter of the Chris- 
tian Medical Society as they held a meeting in 
one of the churches of the city. It was made up of 
a radiant, congenial, strong group of students, 
mostly from Tulane and L.S.U. Medical Schools 
and a few older physicians and guests. The main 
address was by . & Simomnds of L.S.U. 
Medical School and head of Dept. of Public Health, 
He spoke on the subject of Calling Consultations. 
He said he would try to remember that the wheel 
with the longest spoke has the greatest tire. He 
spoke so well that the audience did not tire. 


A physician with the knowledge, training and 
equipment that is obtainable in these days can 
generally feel that he is master of the situation, 
but in the practise of every doctor there will come 
times when he feels that consultation with one or 
two other doctors is advisable. Decisions must be 
made that may mean much toward the recovery 
of the patient. A responsibility that he feels re- 
luctant to bear alone. 


A pleasing high tone near the close of the ad- 
dress was the advice to be ready to minister to 
the spiritual need of the patient. Splendid advice 
for it may be that the patient has never learned 
to know the Saviour, our Great Physician. Possibly 
never more willing and eager to hear about Him. 


I thought at once of the doctors who went out 
to our Mission in China. How splendidly they 
ministered both to the physical and spiritual needs 
of men, women and children. Doctors live Dr. A. 
A. McFayden and Dr. Nettie D. Grier of Hsuchow- 
fu, Dr, J. W. Bradley of Suchien, Dr. J. B. Woods, 
Dr. L. N. Bell and Dr, Kirk Mosley of Tsing- 
kiangpu and all the rest. Doctors who were 
weighed down with the multiplicity of details of 
their work, but not too busy to tell the old old 
story of Jesus and His love. It was their delight to 
preach Jesus and Him crucified. The medical 
branch of our mission work provided a splendid 
approach for the evangelistic work. What a great 
help these doctors were! 


In the affairs of our church the meetings of 
Presbytery, Synods and the General Assembly are 
really calls for consultation. They have to do with 
matters of the church and decisions must be made 
that it would be unwise to leave to one man to 
make. In these consultations the decisions that are 
wisest and best are those that most earnestly 
seek counsel with the Great Head of the Church. 
Great is the privilege and satisfaction when this 
is done. “Where no counsel is, the people fall: 
but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.” 
Prov. 11:14. 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





Apr. 15, 1943 


OE 


RANDOM SHOTS 


By Rev. L. A. Beckman, Jr. 


“West Texas Presbytery wants Elder L, E. 
Faulkner of Hattiesburg, Miss., to wait until he is 
requested to distribute his views before mailing 
Churches, officers and ministers, organizations 
and individuals within those boundaries his judg- 
ments on the Federal Council of Churches.” Stalin 
wants the U. S. A. and other freedom-loving peo- 
ple to wait until requested to distribute their views 
to the people behind the iron curtain, within his 
boundaries, under his control. Now pray tell me 
what is the difference? Seemingly it is only a 
matter of geography. 


A young man warts to know several things. 
(Presbyterian Outlook, Jan. 24, 1949). He asks: 
“How does the Church stand on non-registration? 
How does the Church stand on conscientious ob- 
jection? The Church must answer these and other 
questions.” Well, young man, the Church has noth- 
ing to do with it. That is a civil matter, a matter 
of the State. Where does the Church stand? She 
had better stand flat-footed on the Word of God, 
the words spoken by Christ, when He said: “Ren- 
der therefore unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s.” 


When the Church deviates from that she is heading 
for the rocks. 


Some men really scramble things when the 
want to carry their point and that point is hard 
to carry. The Moderator, in his message to Wes 
Hanover Presbytery, said: “I am disturbed and 
alarmed by an attitude that seeks to turn—to the 
unprofitable business of heresy hunting.” Is jt 
unprofitable? Unthinkable! Oh how wretched many 
people would be had Martin Luther not discovered 
the heresy in the Church. Suppose he had takep 
the attitude of the above quoted speaker and said 
it was unprofitable to discover that heresy and 
lead the people out into the sunlight of the truth, 
Don’t you see what the world would have los 
if he had taken that attitude? 


We have heard something about “exploring,” 
and no doubt shall hear much more. It is all right 
to explore if we give the whole truth. I was “ex. 
ploring,” “searching into” the Northern Presby. 
terian hymn book one time in holding services in 
a Church where the book was used. I very much 
wanted the congregation to sing that great hymn 
“How Precious is the Book Divine,” but the hymn 
was not in there. Was it left out because the hymn 
says: “By inspiration given?’ Did you know that 
they had even quit singing about inspiration? Some 
exploring might be profitable. 








The Good Or The Best 


By Rev. C. Darby Fulton, D.D. 


Dr. Fulton is Executive Sccretary of the Foreign Missions Committee of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. 8., and Moderator of the Assembly of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. He is rightly spoken of as one of the outstanding Christian statesmen of 


America today. 


Christianity is a religion of superlatives. God 
gave us His best when He sent His Son to be our 
Saviour, In return He expects our best—‘“‘Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
soul, strength and mind.” Our Lord holds before 
us as our clear and challenging ideal: “Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
in Heaven is perfect.” 

One of the dangers confronting The Protestant 
Church today is that of allowing the good to 
become a substitute for the best. There are times 
when the good can be an actual obstruction or 
hindrance to the best. This happens when a young 
lady, in response to the ardent proposals of her 
suitor replies, “I’ll always be a sister to you.” It 
happens in the Church when beauty of form or of 
ritual becomes a substitute for the truth and con- 
tent of our services; when the repetition by rote 
of litanies and responses reduces to mere conven- 
tionality the expressions of our worship; when out- 
ward unity of organization becomes more im- 
portant to us than oneness in faith and purpose; 
or when we pride ourselves on our creedal correct- 
ness and fail to manifest the fruits of the Spirit 
in practical and obedient Christian living. 


The recent action of our General Assembly, 
calling for a moratorium on some of the issues 
that have so deeply concerned our Church, was 
not intended to imply their unimportance. Rather 
it was, I believe, a manifestation of a widespread 
feeling that there were other things more im- 
portant still, a desire to see our Church put first 


—H.B.D. 


things first and lift her energies above the plane 
of the good to the level of the best devoting her- 
self and all her powers to the primary aims of 
evangelism and stewardship and missions. 


This, to my mind is the real meaning of the 
Program of Progress. It is a call to the Church 
to remember her priorities, to focus her attention 
on the things that will make for her spiritual health 
and fruitfulness. 


Among the objectives that should claim our best 
efforts are three to which I would like to give 
special emphasis. 


I. The first of these is Missions. One of the most 
significant discoveries that has come out of the 
world war has been the growing recognition that 
moral and spiritual principles are the truly govert- 
ing factors of life—that men and nations act a 
they think and believe. This is not the pious 
pleading of a preacher. It is the sober testimony 
of scores of practically-minded men—political 
leaders, commentators, statesmen and military men 
—who are reiterating this conviction in every issué 
of our daily papers. They are telling us that war 
and tyranny have their roots in something deepe 
down; that false beliefs and false gods are be 
hind the ruthlessness that manifests itself in the 
world. General MacArthur, in a widely-quoted 
statement actually declared that the problem was 
basically “theological.’”’ Our wisest leaders are I 
minding us that our most subtle enemies are 00 
material or tangible, but spiritual. 
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We stand today at the point of civilization’s 
farthest advance, yet the whole world is haunted 
by strange fears. The terrifying power of the ma- 
terial instruments that science and technology 
have developed fills our days with expectations of 
destruction and horror. Yet it is not actually the 
bombs and the rockets that we fear. Underlying it 
all is a basic distrust of man for man. We are 
not sure of the motives and the intentions that 
govern our fellow human-beings. 


For the first time many have come to recognize 
the utter peril of material power without God. 
They now know that the amazing scientific 
achievements of the war period are merely the 
instruments of man’s annihilation unless they are 
accompanied by proper motivation and control. 
After all, an airplane possesses no moral quality 
of its own. It may be a messenger of mercy, 
carrying quick relief to men in distress; or it may 
be an agent of destruction raining death from 
the skies on innocent women and children. Every- 
thing depends on the heart and the hand at the 
controls. Like the scientist in that hideous picture 
“Frankenstein,” the world stands before the product 
of her own cunning and, ere the first flush of 
achievement is past, is seized with sudden terror 
lest the creature of her own hand turn upon her 
and destroy her. Can civilization control the forces 
that she has created? 


It has been generally supposed that the new 
integration of world life would work for unity and 
peace—that as barriers of time and distance and 
custom and tradition were broken down, the broth- 
erhood of man would emerge as the glorious result. 
One wonders if we have any real basis for such a 
hope. Even the proceedings of the United Nations 
constitute for the most part a record of frustra- 
tion. To effect in the world a functional and 
organizational integration that has no basis of 
moral or spiritual unity provides no real solution. 
The appurtenances of internationalism may be 
vastly improved and the contacts between the na- 
tions greatly multiplied, but how, except through 
the Christian Gospel, can we contribute the ele- 
ment of moral and spiritual control without which 
contacts are likely to develop into encounters 
rather than friendships? 


Never was it so clear that the essential trouble 
with the world is spiritual and that only a spiritual 
solution will suffice. There would be no place for 
fear in a Christ-dominated world. The major issues 
that are today setting nations at enmity with each 
other would yield in the presence of a Christian 
mind and attitude at the council table. One of the 
most urgent tasks of the missionary enterprise to- 
day is to supply throughout the whole world the 
spiritual motives, principles, incentives and beliefs 
that must safeguard the life of men. 


But if our conception of Missions rises no higher 
than its significance for world order, we are ac- 
cepting the good in place of the best. Christ came 
not merely to set man at peace with his brother, 
. but to set him at peace with God. This must ever 
remain the primary aim of the Church in her mis- 
sionary outreach. More tragic even than our world 
disorder and unrest is the plight of millions who 
are without God and without hope. Living in 
estrangement from the Heavenly Father, knowing 
nothing of His grace and salvation, comfortless in 
the sorrows of this life and without the joy 
and expectation of the life to come, these are they 
for whom Christ died. To carry to them the Word 


of a reconciliation is the chief business of the 
Church. I plead for the concept of world redemp- 
tion in Missions as distinguished from mere world 
order. The issues of time, important as they are, 
are not to be compared with the issues of eternity, 
and we are false to our first duty if we allow 
our concern for a peaceful society to obscure our 
obligation to preach to lost men the glorious Gospel 
of Him who came to save sinners. 


II. The second word that I want to lift up before 
you tonight is Stewardship. The Church of today 
is endowed with vast resources for the fulfillment 
of her multiple tasks. Despite the war, our people 
have grown rich. We are probably in possession of 
greater wealth than ever before in our history. If 
in our spiritual resources of prayer and faith and 
vision and sacrifice we could match the material 
powers that are ours today, the impact of our 
testimony would be felt around the world. 


As a denomination, our stewardship record is 
good; that is, we measure up well by the doubtful 
standard of comparison with others. The lists 
put out by the United Stewardship Council always 
show the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
at the very vanguard of the larger denominations 
of this country. 

We have made much progress in the practice of 
systematic giving. Through the every member can- 
vass and the use of weekly envelopes our people 
have learned the habit of regular and proportionate 
contributing to the Church and its work. Seasons 
of prayer and self-denial have been widely ob- 
served and have brought forth instances of noble 
and inspiring sacrifice. The Belmont Covenant 
Plan a few years ago gave a new impetus to the 
practice of tithing. More recently, many churches, 
in order to meet the quotas for which they have 
been asked in the Program of Progress have en- 
couraged their members to tithe for limited periods 
of a month, or two months, or twelve weeks. 
Congregations have been amazed to see how this 
has swelled the flow of their gifts. 


All of this is to the good; but where does it 
actually find us? The latest minutes of our Gen- 
eral Assembly show that the average per capita 
giving in our church during the past year was $42. 
This means a weekly contribution of less than 83 
cents per member. Compare this with what the 
average American spends for movies or other 
amusements, for golf, for candy, for cosmetics, for 
tobacco, for chewing gum, for liquor—and any 
pride that we might be disposed to feel over our 
magnificent denom:national record turns quickly 
to shame. Look for a moment at our benevolent 
giving. We contribute more to Foreign Missions 
than to any other one cause. Last year our gifts 
to Foreign Missions amounted to $2,254,144. or 
an average of $3.53 per member. This, mind you, 
is what we contributed in a whole year for the 
salvation of the world outside the borders of our 
own country! Is this the measure of our devotion to 
Christ? Is our interest in His world-wide King- 
dom to be measured each year in terms of the 
price of a cheap football ticket, or an evening’s 
amusement or a half a tank of gasoline? Can we 
convince ourselves of our full loyalty to Him when 
we show by every outward gesture that our fads 
and amusements mean more to us than the serious 
concerns of the Kingdom of Christ. 


Actually we have slipped backward in the matter 
of giving in the last 20 years. To be sure the 
figures show that we gave more to all causes in 
1948 than in 1928. But don’t forget that we now 
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have 194,000 more members than we had twenty 
years ago. Moreover, each dollar that we give to- 
day is worth not more than sixty cents of the 1928 
dollar. In the new prosperity that God has given 


us, we have not devoted to the Church her equitable 
share. 


I would not discourage by one word the ex- 
cellent practice of tithing. Its general adoption by 
the membership of our church would solve all of 
the financial problems with which the various 
agencies of our denomination are confronted. But 
even this would be an acceptance of the good 
in the place of the best. The tithe was a legal 
requirement of the Old Testament dispensation. 
It was never intended to limit the overflow of our 
gratitude and liberality who have known the grace 
of God in Jesus Christ our Saviour. We are no 
longer under law, but under grace; and surely the 
wooings of grace are stronger, not weaker, than 
the requirements of legal commandment. I plead 
for the concept of stewardship or trusteeship as 
distinguished from mere proportionate giving, or 
even the tithe. We are stewards of the manifold 
mercies of God. All that we are and have belongs 
to Him—not one-tenth, but all. It is His, and we 
are His trustees committed with the precious min- 
istry of using what He has placed in our hands 
for His glory. This, I believe is the true meaning 
of stewardship. It is our recognition that we are 
utterly possessed of God, that time and talent and 
treasure and life itself belong to Him. This is 
what Paul meant when he wrote, “I beseech you 
therefore brethren by the mercies of God that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, which is your reasonable serv- 
ice.” This is what he had in mind when in com- 
mending the liberality of the churches of Mace- 
donia, he said, “But first they gave their own selves 
to the Lord.” 


III. The third and last word I want to emphasize 
is Evangelism. 


I am deeply concerned over the trend toward 
the secularization of Christianity. It is not sur- 
prising that the war influenced to a marked degree 
the particular emphases that have developed in 
our preaching. So dreadful and all-embracing was 
the conflict that the one Message which appealed 
to us as most urgent and relevant was the message 
of Peace, How natural, then, as has already been 
pointed out, that we should find Christians inter- 
preting the Gospel more and more in terms of 
peace and world order. 


Moreover, the overwhelming physical need and 
suffering of men, involving not merely the aged 
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and infirm, but whole nations and races of people, 
have caused us to think of our message increasing- 
ly in terms of human pity, physical relief, social 
uplift, and philanthropy. Certainly there never was 
a time when the streams of Christian compassion 
needed to flow more freely than now. There are no 
sacrifices too great for us to bear in demonstrat 
ing to a bleeding, suffering humanity the tender- 
ness of sympathy and concern that is one of the 
essential elements of Christlikeness. We would not 
be true members of our Father’s family if we 
could look with indifference on the agonies of 
his creatures over whom He yearns day and night. 


But there is danger here lest the Church herself 
lose sight of her spiritual and redemptive message 
through absorption in the overwhelming physica 
social, and economic issues of the day. This 3 
crucial. It is not that we should talk less about 
wages and hours and industrial relations and civil 
rights and racial understanding. This part of our 
message, the duty of man to man, is vital. But it 
is not enough. We cannot suspend a Christian s0- 
ciety in a vacuum of faith and conviction. To 4 
large degree our Christian social concern today 
is moving under the momentum of a spiritual 
motivation provided by a generation that had a 
deeper and more virile faith than ours. We are 
living on an “unearned spiritual increment” that 
will exhaust itself in time unless it is replenished 
soon by a revival of vital faith in the cardinal 
doctrines of God, Christ, regeneration, and_sal- 
vation. Hence the critical importance of holding 
to a central emphasis on the spiritual and re 
demptive message of Christ and Him crucified 4 
the one hope of salvation for men. Failing in this, 
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Christianity is destined to spend its force and suc- 
cumb to the gradual but fatal processes of spiritual 
attrition. 


Throughout the varied forms and methods our 
Lord employed in His program of the Kingdom 
there ran one unified purpose, namely, the im- 
parting of that priceless spiritual gift of eternal 
life and relationship with God. In all His deeds of 
mercy He was the dispenser of gifts surpassing 
in value what men asked of Him. They came 
asking to be healed; they went away with their 
sins forgiven. The lame sought Him out and re- 
turned not only walking and leaping, but praising 
God. The palsied, imploring Him to restore their 
wasted bodies, arose from their beds with their 
podies whole and their sins forgiven. Blind and 
groping, a man came to Jesus for healing, and 
when he went away the light of day was in his 
eyes and the light of the world was in his heart. 
A spiritual and redemptive light was diffused over 
every act and word of Christ. 


No danger confronting Protestantism today is 
more sinister than this over-emphasis in its message 
on the purely temporal aspects of human life. If 
there was a time when the “other worldly” note 
was too strong in our preaching, that time has 
passed. The peril today is that the very concept 
of God, or even of the soul, is likely to be lost 
in the message of a church that in some quarters 
seems to be concerned almost exclusively with 
the social and humanistic aspects of life. Those 
who clamor for a further strengthening of the 
social emphasis in the Christian message do not 
rightly assess the present state of the Church. 
They do not see that she is in mortal danger of 
los ng her spiritual and redemptive power through 
an already exaggerated stress on the purely hu- 
manitarian aspects of religion, accompanied by a 
corresponding neglect of the dynamic message of 
the Gospel of our Saviour. Why pull out the choke 
when the carburetor is already flooded! 


We accept the good in place of the best when 
any function of the Church, however worthy it 
may be, takes precedence over its glorious func- 
tion of proclaiming light and life and salvation. 


“Let the Church be the Church,” not a political 
action committee, or an economic conference, or 
a foreign policy association. Let her emphasize 
again the great themes of sin and repentance and 
faith and salvation. Let her espouse once more 
with renewed vigor her glorious spiritual mission, 
seeking men to be reconciled unto God. This is her 
God-given commission. To exchange it for anything 
else is to sell her birthright for a mess of pottage. 


The awakening of the spirit of evangelism is 
one of the most heartening developments in the 
life of our whole Church. Probably the most sig- 
nificant statistical figure touching our Church’s 
life for the past year is the one which tells of 
26,140 additions on profession of faith during 
the twelve months’ period, the largest ingathering 
ever reported in a single year in the history of 
our whole denomination. 


But look at that figure again! It means that it 
Tequired 24 church members working a whole year 
to bring one soul to Christ. Surely we cannot yet 
claim to be an evangelistic church when our 
Spiritual birth rate remains so alarmingly low. 


_ I plead for a revival of evangelism in all of 
its forms: 
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For Visitation Evangelism, now being employed 
with such fruitfulness throughout our Church with 
marvelous demonstrations of the working of God’s 
Spirit in the hearts of men; 


For Personal Evangelism, where a man sits down 
with his friend and confronts him face to face 
with the claims of Christ. This, the most important 
and effective form of evangelism ever known, is 
the great field of neglect in the life of most 
Christians. The devil provides us with a thousand 
excuses to prevent our obedience to duty in this 
regard. We develop a sudden sensitiveness as to 
the propriety of delving into matters so personal, 
Wwe question the propitiousness of the time, the 
wisdom of the contemplated approach, we consider 
the possible advantage of writing a letter instead 
of speaking directly, or perhaps of sending a more 
influential person—when all the while hearts are 
hungry for the outreach of Christian love and con- 
cern that would win them quickly into the fellow- 
ship of Christ and the Church. 


I plead also for a renewal of Revival Evangel- 
ism. We have allowed our fear of emotionalism to 





rob us of one of the most effective forms of 
Christian witnessing. Moreover, we have incurred 


the far graver risk of spiritual coldness and indif. 
ferences. We need to recapture some of the feryo; 
of former years. Personally I believe that a genuing 
religious experience will stir the feelings of a maa, 
sometimes moving him to laughter, sometimes t 
tears, and always to action. We need 
wide renewal of revival preaching. 


a church. 


And, last of all, I plead for that evangelism which 
is the unconscious fruit of every consistent Chris 
tian life, the fragrance of Christianity in bloom, 
more honoring to Christ than the most eloquent 
discourse that we could possibly preach. What | 
mean is illustrated in the words of Paul to the 
Thessalonians when he wrote, “When He shall 
come to be glorified in His saints and to be 
— at in all them that believe in that 
ay.” 


Or, as our Lord Himself put it—‘“Let you 
light so shine before men that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father which is in 
Heaven.” 


Christian Liberty 


By Rev. B. Hoyt Evans 
Franklin, N. C. 


What is right for a Christian to do? That ques- 
tion in all its variety of expressions is as old as 
the Christian faith. The question assumes that 
Christian conduct is different from ordinary con- 
duct, or more properly, that Christians them- 
selves are different. One of the primary differ- 
ences in Christians is due to the fact that Christ 
lives in them. That fact is a key to the problem 
of what constitutes Christian conduct. 


Nearly all Christians will readily affirm their 
faith in the in-dwelling of Christ. In hymns, youth 
choruses, and poems church people of all per- 
suasions bear testimony to the truth of the doc- 
trine which is so clearly taught in the Scriptures 
(Gal. 2:20). But affirmation is not enough. There 
must be real conviction and vital, personal ex- 
perience of the union of Christ with the soul of 
the believer before there can be any satisfactory 
oe of this problem of Christian con- 

uct. 


Assuming such conviction and experience, where 
is the solution of the problem to be found? Light 
is shed through Scripture. An important passage 
bearing on this particular question is II Cor. 
3:17... “where the spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty.” The Bible speaks of liberty when men 
are apt to think of restrictions. There are no legal 
restrictions for the followers of Christ. Christians 
are free—completely free—Christ Himself met 
and fulfilled all the demands of the law (Eph. 
2:14-15). Those who believe in Him share in that 
victory. Becoming saved or remaining saved does 
not depend on “doing” anything ... on keeping 
any law. Being saved is a matter of faith, or as we 
often say of accepting Christ. Whenever Christ 
is accepted, he takes up his abode in the life of 
the believer, and where Christ is, there is liberty 
from the stifling demands of the law. 


Does all this mean that the law has no mean- 
ing, no relevancy for Christians? By no means! 


(Rom. 6:1-2). The standards remain much the 
same for Christians. Only the significance and the 
point of view are changed. What was, before 
Christ, the law of life is now the guide for life in 
Christ. The law which was formerly a revelation 
of God to men is now a revelation of God in men. 
Christ is the embodiment of the law, and He lives 
in Christians. 


Every freedom has its connected responsibilities. 
The freedom granted by the in-dwelling of Christ 
makes the Christian responsible for living a life 
that is consistent with the Christ who lives in 
him. Christ is not willing to enter the ship of a 
Christian life as a mere passenger, He must be 
the Captain. If we accept Him, we cannot have it 
otherwise. We belong to Him (I Cor. 6:19-20). It 
is at this point that the ethical significance of 
Christ’s union with the believer really takes form. 


If the Christian is one who bears Christ in his 
body, the real question now is, what kind of con- 
duct is consistent with Christ? This formula should 
be of help to all Christians who are beset with 
questions about the rightness of the so-called 
worldly amusements. The Bible is clear in stating 
that Jesus associated with sinners, but not even 4 
libertine would suggest that he indulged with them. 
He is certainly believed to be without moral spot 
or blemish by all Christians. It is difficult to 
imagine then that Christ is pleased to live in 4 
body that is partially numbed by alcohol, or clut 
tered up with tobacco smoke; or in the mind that 
entertains impure thoughts or spends its time d- 
gesting unwholesome literature, Let the Christial 
ask himself these questions: Does the Christ m 
me enjoy the card games I play, the petty gambling 
I do, the jokes I tell and hear, the movies I at 
tend, the dancing I do, or the way I spend my 
leisure time? There is little doubt as to how the 
true Christian will answer these, and the “Thou 
shalt not” that is heard from within is much 
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more forceful and has less sting than the “Thou 
shalt not”’ that is spoken from without. 


Other standards of measuring Christian con- 
duct have been suggested, and they have much 
to commend them. There is the belief that the 
Church should formulate a standard from the 
Bible and enforce it. What standard is more perfect 
than Christ, the very Image of Righteousness, and 
who is better able to work righteousness in the 
heart than he? Some advocate compromise, but 
the character of Christ can never be compromised. 
Others suggest the standard of influential ex- 
ped.ency as stated by Paul in Romans 14:21. 
Christians are not to think that there is no re- 
sponsibility when there is nc brother to see and 
to stumble because of their conduct . .. No, the 
Christ who lives in the heart will guide even 
when the soul is in isolation. Is not the Christian’s 
need in respect to conduct this: a deeper convic- 
tion of Christ’s presence and a fuller knowledge 
of His person? 





The Shorter Catechism 
By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Decatur, Ga. 
Q. What are the decrees of God? 


A. The decrees of God are, His eternal purpose, 
according to the counsel of His will, whereby, for 
His own glory. He hath foreordained whatsoever 
comes to pass. 


Briefly the decrees of God are His plans. A 
woman making a dress begins with a plan or pat- 
tern. A man building a house first has an archi- 
tect draw the plans, or blue-prints. Before the 
Allies landed on France on D-day there were 
months and years of plans and preparations so 
that the undertaking might not fail. God knows 
the end from the beginning and has plans that 
take in all events. So there will never be a surprise 
for God and He will never be in an emergency, or 
as you boys might say “a tight spot,” in which He 
is unable to act. God’s will always expresses His 
character and so His acts are always wise, and free 
and holy and good. 


God has planned the making and the history of 
the world to show forth His glory. The stars above 
us show God’s power and wisdom. The tiny atoms 
men are learning now to split show the vast power 
God has hidden in the smallest bit of matter. 
God’s plan takes in even the smallest details of 
our lives. In the history of the American colonies 
We can see the hand of God in His good providence 
toward us. Indeed, God’s eternal purpose means 
that the eternal God is living and ruling and di- 
recting things every moment of the day. 


Most of all we need to remember that our Lord 
Jesus Christ is the center of God’s plan, the be- 
ginning of all His ways and works toward men. 
The plan of the ages is in Christ, all things hold 
together in Him. God so loved us as to give for us 
His only Son. Surely His plans will work out for 
the good of all those who love Him, whom He calls 
Into His fellowship through Jesus Christ. God is 
glorified as men are saved and turned from sin 
to right living,—yes as we stop to thank and praise 
Him for making us in the first place and for saving 
us when we have sinned. 


Q. How doth God execute His decrees? 


A. God executeth His decrees in the works of 
creation and providence. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 11 








ebb eb eb EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EPP EEE EE 
CONTROL OF MONTREAT IN THE 
CHURCH'S INTEREST 


The present members of the Board of Trustees are here 
listed. One is named by each of sixteen Synods and the 
other thirty-four by the General Assembly. They are in 
touch with the needs and ideas of their Synods for the im- 
provement of Montreat’s service, and are informed and 
active in Montreat’s affairs. Forty-four of the fifty members 
attended the last annual meeting. They elect from their own 
number the smaller group of twelve directors needed to 
handle effectively the details of Montreat’s operation. 


Alabama: Rev. William Crowe, Sr., D.D., Rev. Frank Al- 
fred Mathes. Arkansas: Rev. Marion A. Boggs, D.D., Rev. 
Llewellyn T. Lawrence. Appalachia: *Dr. L. Nelson Bell, 
*Rev. C. Grier, Davis, Th.D., Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., 
Rev. J. L. Fowle, D.D., ||*Rev. J. Rupert McGregor, Th.D., 
Rev. T. H. Spence, Jr., Ph.D., Mr. George H. Wright. 
Florida: Rev. Marshall C. Dendy, D.D., Rev. A. C. Holt, 
Ph.D., Mr. Kenneth S. Keyes. Georgia: Rev. E. L. Barber, 
Rev. Alex. R. Batchelor, Rev. Homer McMillan, D.D., *Rev. 
Stuart R. Oglesby, Jr., Th.D., *Rev. J. McDowell Richards, 
D.D., Rev. H. H. Thompson, D.D. Kentucky: Rev. Warren 
B. Gaw. Louisiana: Rev. W. A. Alexander, D.D., Mr. C. M. 
Hutton. Mississippi: Mr. W. E. Pleasants, Major W. Calvin 
Wells. Missouri: Rev. F. W. A. Bosch, D.D. North Carolina: 
*Mr. W. H. Belk, Sr., *Rev. John R. Cunningham, D.D., 
Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D., *Mr. Karl Hudson, *Mr. F. L. Jack- 
son, *Mr. John A. Kellenberger, Rev. A. A. McLean, D.D., 
*Mr. Charles Norfleet, Mr. Walter Sprunt, *Mr. T. Henry 
Wilson. Oklahoma: Mr. Howard T. Tumulty. South Carolina: 
Mr. Sidney Bruce, Rev. E. G. Lilly, D.D., Rev. G. A. 
Nickles, D.D. Tennessee: Rev. T. B. Hay. Texas: Rev. Frank 
C. Brown, D.D., Rev. R. Matthew Lynn, Rev. Harry M. 
Moffett, Rev. David L. Stitt, D.D. Virginia: Rev. A. L. 
Currie, D.D., Rev. H. Wade DuBose, D.D. West Virginia: 
Rev. Aubrey N. Brown. 


*Director 


MONTREAT DAY 
May 22, 1949 
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We compared the decrees of God to the plans 
an architect draws for a great building. If most of 
us saw the blue-prints for this building we could 
not imagine what the building would look like. 
Yes, and when we saw loads of brick and sand 
and lumber piled on a lot we could still not be 
able to picture the finished building. But when 
the building was all complete then we would see 
what was in the architect’s mind and what was the 
meaning of his blue-prints. So we cannot read 
God’s mind except by what He has said and done 
and by what He is doing. As we look at the stars 
above us and the world in which we live we know 
that God had a plan to make this world. Where 
there was nothing, God decreed to make this world 
and the sun and stars and moon above it. We 
— what God decreed to create by what He has 
made. 

Day by day we learn what God’s decrees of 
Providence are—for each day unfolds another part 
of His plan, In His Providence God decreed to 
establish a home, and decided that you and I 
were to be born in just the home we were, and 
have just the mothers and fathers and brothers 
and sisters He gave us. Day by day God gives us 
our daily bread and cares for and protects us. 
Sometimes He does this by angels, sometimes by 
people, sometimes by natural forces, sometimes 
He acts directly. As you read the history of the 
United States think of God’s good Providence over 
us in giving us our country, our liberty, and so 
many victories and bounties. The greatest gift 
that God ever gave in the course of man’s history 
was His only Son Jesus Christ to be the Saviour 
of the world. And in His Providence God has put 
you in a community where the things of Jesus can 
be taught to you in the Church, the Sunday School, 
and the home. 


|| President 
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Some Acute Problems 
By Rev. Dan. T. Caldwell, Th.D. 


Any individual, institution, or agency that is 
accomplishing anything must constantly confront 
problems. This is to be expected because where 
no problems exist there is the implication that 
objectives are low. The Church College, along with 
other agencies of the Presbyterian Church, must 
expect to encounter difficulties. However, there 
are some peculiar problems confronting our Chris- 
tian Educational Institutions in the present time. 
The Church should be informed on the problems 
with which our College Administrators have to 
deal. Some of these problems are old but some have 
been made more acute by the social and economic 
conditions of our day. 


Financial Problems 
Dean Herring of Duke University said at a re- 
cent meeting of District IV of American College 
Public Relations Association “Church Colleges have 
always had a hard time financially but today is the 
hardest yet.” Why is this true when the times are 
prosperous? There are several underlying reasons: 


1. The cost of operation has increased to an 
alarming degree. The budget for labor, food, coal, 
printing, repairs, etc. has increased to the point 
where Colleges are facing deficits each year. One 
College in the Synod of North Carolina reported 
that the operation cost had increased from 1940-41 
to 1947-48: Coal 115% Electricity 40%, Office 
Supplies 40%, Telephone and Telegraph 160%, 
Salary Budget 55%, Fire Insurance 30%, Publi- 
cations and Catalogues 71%. 


2. The cost of plant improvement is high. In 
addition to general repairs on buildings, some new 
equipment must be purchased from time to time— 
equipment for class rooms, bedrooms, dining hall, 
laundry, laboratories, grounds, etc. These are high 
and cost more than the maintenance budget per- 
mits. 


3. The cost of new buildings is almost prohibitive, 
There is the constant need for expansion in the 
plant. The erection of new buildings cannot be 
made unless extra funds are provided. Building 
costs have advanced to the degree that few, if any, 
building projects are being undertaken. 


4, The income has not increased in the same 
ratio as has the cost of operation and advance. 
Some advances have been made in tuition fees 
but not sufficient to meet the increased cost. The 
income from endowment has declined until only 
those schools with large endowments can expect 
any appreciable help from this source, and the en- 
dowment funds in all Presbyterian Schools are 
small. It is seldom that as much as 4% is received 
on invested funds. The Benevolent contributions 
of the Church, while increasing, have not been 
sufficient to overcome the high cost of operation. 
In the Synod of North Carolina the contributions 
were only 6.31% of the operating budgets of the 
six colleges. The contributions to Educational Insti- 
tutions were only 63.17% of the total askings for 
this cause. 

Faculty Problems 


The securing of the right kind of teachers is a 
hard problem to solve. Only teachers with the best 
academic training, and the highest type of special 
training in the subjects taught, and those with a 
vital religious faith, are acceptable in our Chris- 
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PAST - PRESENT - AND— 


Past . . . Davidson College was born in the 
hearts and minds of those who loved the 
Church. She has been nurtured and guided by 
the Church. For one hundred and twelve years 
she has lived in devoted service to the Church, 


Present . . . Davidson College is giving its 
sons every encouragement to serve the 
Church, both as ministers and laymen. Each 
year the College gives more money in scholar- 
ship aid to candidates for the ministry and to 
ministers’ sons than she receives from all 
supporting Presbyteries. 


Future ... The future of Davidson College is 
now in the making. The College looks to those 
who love the Church to share in keeping Da- 
vidson strong. Your contribution today will 
be a blessing to those who train at Davidson 
in the years ahead, 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


J. R. Cunningham, D.D., LL.D. 
President 


DAVIDSON, N. C. 
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tian Colleges. Yet our Church has no graduate 
schools, other than the Seminaries and the As 
sembly’s Training School. Our young people who 
pursue graduate work must go to State or Inde- 
pendent Universities. Too often they are attracted 
to other Institutions when they graduate, The 
salaries in our Colleges are not high enough to 
attract new teachers, and are very often the rea- 
son for our tachers going to other institutions. It 
is almost impossible to pay salaries which compare 
with State Schools. 


Student Problems 


The securing of a sufficient number of students 
of promise from among our Presbyterian consti- 
tuency is a real problem. There are hundreds of 
fine young Presbyterians in our own schools, but 
it is also true that there are greater numbers 
attending other institutions. From the students m 
our Church Colleges will come the majority of 
our Church leaders in the future. There is a great 
need for pastors and other Church leaders to coun- 
sel with the young people about the institution 
they will attend. The shortage of ministers today 
could be remedied if more young men were di 
rected to our Colleges. Many ministers in the 
Church made the decision to enter the ministry 
while in one of our Christian Colleges. Young peo- 
ple should be encouraged to enroll early in the 
College of their choice. Too often the application 
is made at a late hour and there is disappointment 
both in the home and the College. Information 
about the accreditation and work of our Colleges 
will enable many fine young Presbyterians to el- 
roll in their own Colleges. The lack of such i 
formation may cause them to apply at other insti 
tutions, and potential leaders are lost to the Church. 
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Some of our strong churches could set up scholar- 
ships to aid worthy young people to attend Church 
Schools. 


These problems, and others related to them, can 
be solved if our Presbyterian Church becomes con- 
scious of the need for Christian Schools. There 
is a kind of superiority complex in the Presby- 
terian Church with regard to higher education. It 
is thought by many members that our Church is 
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still ahead in this important work, but several other 
denominations have surpassed us. One College 
President said recently: “Our greatest problem is 
the lack of moral support from our Presbyterian 
ministers.” Pastors, Church Officers, Parents, and 
other leaders, must see that the cause of Christian 
Education is promoted through all the local Church 
organizations. If this is done our people will give 
the money and our young people will feel that the 
Church has a conviction about their training. 





Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For May 1: Jesus 
Declares His Authority 


Scripture: Mark 11:1-11, 15-18; Luke 19:29-48. 
Devotional Reading: Matthew 11:25-30. Jesus not 
only had the “power” to work miracles, He had the 
“authority”, or “right” to perform these works. 
Two separate words in the Greek are often trans- 
lated “power” in our Version of the Scriptures, and 
this translation is correct if we realize what sort of 
power is meant. We can easily see that Jesus had 
the power, or ability, to heal the sick, cleanse lep- 
ers, raise the dead, speak as never man spake; 
but did He have the right, or authority to do these 
things, or was He usurping prerogatives which be- 
long only to god? You remember that His enemies 
said once that He cast out devils through the power 
of Beelzebub. 


In our Devotional Reading He makes this state- 
ment: “All things are delivered unto Me of My 
Father,” and in Matthew 28:18: “All power (Greek 
‘authority’) is given unto Me in heaven and in 
earth. Go ye therefore etc.” Also in our verses from 
Matt. 11 He asserts His right to say, “Come unto 
Me all ye that labor and are heavily laden, and I 
—— you rest.” Who can say such a thing except 

od? 


He had been exercising this right, or authority, 
from the very beginning of His ministry. When He 
finished the Sermon on the Mount the people were 
astonished at His teaching for He taught as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes. When He 
healed the paralytic in Mark 2:10, He said, “But 
that ye may know that the Son of man hath power 
(authority) on earth to forgive sins” etc. When 
the people saw the miracles which He did, they 
Were astonished and said, “with authority He com- 
mandeth the unclean spirits and they come out.” 


In our lesson today we take up some of the oc- 
casions when He declares His authority, but let us 
keep in mind that this was nothing new; He had 


been asserting it from the beginning of His public 
ministry. 


What are some of the spheres of life in which 
Jesus Christ has absolute authority? 


I. He Has Authority Over All We Own: Mark 
11:1-6. As God, the creator of the universe, all 
that is here belongs to him, the gold and the silver, 
the cattle upon a thousand hills, we, the sheep of 
His pasture. It has often been said—lI have said it 
along with others—that He had nothing while He 
Was on earth: that He rode into Jerusalem on a 
“borrowed colt.’”? Would it not be nearer the truth 
to say that He rode into Jerusalem on His own colt 


which He had loaned to the man in the village, or 
let him call his own? 


Notice what the two disciples were to say to 
the man who “owned” the colt: “Say ye that the 
Lord hath need of him.” We have possessions 
which He graciously allows us to call our own, 
and to all intents and purposes we do own them, 
but if the Lord has need of our money, or time, 
or talents, does He not have the right or authority, 
to ask or demand these from us? This is true of 
all men but the Christian has a double obligation 
resting upon him: Ye are bought with a price; 
therefore glorify God in your body and spirit. 


So the Lord was exercising jurisdiction over all 
property when He sent the two disciples on their 
errand. However, He was showing all courtesy 
and recognition to the man who “owned” the 
colt. He does the same way now, asking us to 
willingly give to Him and to His work. If the 
man felt as he ought he would recognize the fact 
that he had not put Jesus under some sort of 
obligation to him: the obligation was all on the 
man. 


II. He Had The Authority To Ride As A King 
Into Jerusalem: Mark 11:7-11. Most of Jesus’ 
ministry was spent as a Servant rather than a 
King. He humbled Himself and took upon Him the 
form of a servant. But there are times when His 
glory and power are manifested. One was on the 
Mount of Transfiguration, when “they beheld His 
glory’: another is here when, as a royal monarch 
He rides into His capital in triumph. Both these 
scenes are prophetical. The Kingdom of Grace is 
here now: the kingdom of Glory is in the future; 
but we catch glimpses of that Kingdom every now 
and then. 


This is called “The Triumphal Entry,” and it 
may well be so designated. He had every right to do 
what He did. As the Messiah He was Prophet, 
Priest, and King. There will be a far greater tri- 
umph for Him when He comes in clouds of glory, 
to receive us to Himself and to judge the world. 
May this time soon come when all His enemies 
shall be put to shame, and peace, joy, and right- 
eousness fill the earth! 


III. He Has Authority Over His House: 11:15-18. 
Twice in His ministry He exercised this right to 
purge His House, the Temple. In John 2:13-17 we 
find the other occasion, at the beginning of His 
ministry. Is it not worth while to notice how 
easily and quickly God’s House can be profaned? 
Why did He have to do this twice in the space 
of three years? 


Go back in the history of the nation and see. In 
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the time of Eli there was terrible desecration of 
the Tabernacle, and later, when the Temple was 
built, it was hardly built before it began to be de- 
filed, for Solomon built a house for a heathen god 
even in his life-time, and over and over again the 
Jews either neglected or polluted it. This seemed 


to be one of their most common and oft-repeated 
sins. 


Is there not a lesson for the Church in this? 
In the letter to the Seven Churches of Asia, this 
sin is severely condemned. Do we not have idols 
in many church buildings today, in face of the 
Second Commandment? Do not many of our 
churches need purging? When we read of dances 
being held in the basement of some churches, and 
when we hear what some of our “Modern” preach- 
ers say from their pulpits, there certainly seems 
to be need for a “Cleansing of the Church” as 
well as a “Cleansing of the Temple.” 


IV. He Has The Authority To Judge A Wicked 
City: Luke 19:41-44. The larger part of our selec- 
tion from Luke is a repetition of what has been 
considered—the Triumphal Entry, and the Cleans- 
ing of the Temple. 


Luke, in the verses above, inserts some new, 
and striking material: the touching scene of Jesus 
weeping over Jerusalem, and the words He said as 
He wept. Two lessons stand out clearly: 


1. “Wept over it.”” How the wickedness of man 
grieves the heart of God! This was true in the days 
before the Flood: “It grieved Him at His heart.” 
(Gen. 6:6) God made man and called him “very 
good”; now he has become “very bad,” so that 


every imagination of his heart was only evil con- 
tinually, 


Jerusalem, the holy City of David, has become 
the city which is to condemn and crucify her Lord. 
What an awful fall! Compare this with Matthew 
23:34-39 where we have this touching lamentation, 
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the 
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto 
thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not.” 


The tears of Jesus are the tears of God as His 
compassionate heart yearns over His rebellious 
creatures, and He cries out: “O Ephraim, how can 
I give thee up?” 


2. He pronounces Judgment upon the City: 42. 
44. Judgment is God’s “strange act,” There have 
been many preliminary “judgments” which ought 
to be warning enough. There is a “Great Day 
Coming”; and there can be no escape. Are we 
ready for that Day to come? Wicked Cities, wicked 
Nations, wicked men, must meet that Day. 


The Saviour pronounces Judgment upon the 
City: it will be completely demolished, because it 
knew not the time of thy visitation. Is not NOW 


our “time of visitation’? Does America know this 
fact? 


He had the Authority to pronounce judgment 
then: He will be the Judge in the last Great Day. 
All nations will be gathered before Him; we shall 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ. 


Blessed are those who have an Advocate as well 
as Judge. Dear unsaved friend, will you not take 
Him today as Savior and Advocate, so that you 
will have nothing to fear in that Day? 
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RECOMMENDED BIBLE STORY 


Booxs For CHILDREN 


Story Of The Gospel 
By Charles Foster 


First Steps For Little 
Feet In Gospel Paths 
By Charles Foster 


Foster’s Story Of The Bible 


From Genesis To Revelation 


Bible Pictures And What 
They Teach Us 
By Charles Foster 





Egermeir’s Picture Story Life Of Christ $2.00 
Egermeir’s Bible Story Book 

Egermeir’s Child’s Culture Edition 

Hurlbut’s Story Of The Bible 

Marion’s Favorite Bible Stories 


Marion’s Big Book Of Bible Stories .... 


Bible Stories For Boys And Girls 
By Theodore W. Engstrom 


Bible Homes And Families 
By Mildred Speakes Edwards 


Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Lesson For May 8: The Clash 
With Religious Authority 


Scripture: Mark 11:27-12:44. Devotional Read- 
ing: Mark 12:1-12. One of the greatest enemies 
of Christianity is Religion; not merely the great 
false religions of the world, but a sham Christianity 
when it has lost its “saltness’” and has degenerat- 
ed into formalism, hypocrisy, worldliness. The re- 
ligious leaders of Jesus’ time were His bitterest 
foes. He never denounced publicans and sinners, 
but His scorching words to the scribes and Phari- 


sees are well known to all of us. (Matthew 23:13- 
39). 


It is not at all strange that there was a clash 
between Christ and these hypocritical “blind lead- 
ers of the blind.’”” They were jealous, for the com- 
mon people hear Him gladly, and for a year or 
more He was extremely popular, and, as one of 
them said—the whole world is gone after Him. 
Then His teaching often exposed their glaring 
sins and cut to the quick. They did not stop with 
envy: they were determined to put an end to His 
authority by exerting their own. 


Most of the Lesson material consists of Ques- 
tions; for a large part, critical, captious questions 
which were designed to embarrass Him and get 
Him into disfavor either with the people or with 
the Roman government. In the midst of these ques- 
tions Jesus relates one of His pointed parables 
which angered His enemies, for they saw only too 
clearly its meaning. 


I. The Preliminary Question: Mark 11:27-33. By 
what Authority? Jesus had entered Jerusalem 
triumph, cleansed the Temple, and was teaching 
the people day by day. As He was walking in the 
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Temple, the chief priests and scribes and elders 
came to Him with this question: “By what authority 
doest Thou these things? and who gave Thee this 
authority? 


He answered them in His characteristic way, by 
asking them a question: “The baptism of John, was 
it from heaven, or of men? answer Me.” They were 
caught on the horns of a dilemma, for, if they 
said, from heaven, He will say, Why then did ye 
not believe him? But if we shall say, Of men; they 
feared the people: for all men counted John, 
that he was a prophet indeed.”” When they refused 
to answer, then Jesus said, Neither do I tell you 
by what authority I do these things. It was as easy 
for them to see the source of His authority, as for 
them to know that John’s baptism was from heaven. 
Their unbelief in both cases was inexcusable. 


{I. The Pointed Parable: Mark 12:1-12. Devo- 
tional Read.ng). This parable is very similar to the 
one in Isaiah 5 but differs in the main point. In 
Isaiah the emphasis is on the “wild grapes,” the bad 
harvest which Israel was bearing. Here the stress 
is laid on the “husbandmen” and the villianous 
treatment of the servants, the Son Himself, and 
the judgment meted out to these wicked men: 
“What shall the lord of the vineyard do? he will 
come and destroy the husbandmen and give the 
vineyard to others.” 


The religious leaders did not always grasp 
easily the meaning of some of His parables, but 
this one was so plain and pointed that they could 
not miss its significance. But instead of leading 
them to repentance, it only angered them and 
made them the more determined to destroy Him. 


Ill. The Pharisees’ And Herodians’ Question: 
Mark 12:13-17. This was designed to be a “catch 
question.” These two groups, so antagonistic to 
each other, were drawn together by their hatred of 
Jesus. It is a common saying that, “Politics make 
strange bed-fellows’”: here it was hatred that 
brought the “Quislings’” and the “Patriots” of 
their day to join forces for the time being in an 
effort to embarrass the Savior. 


“Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or not?” 
The question was skillfully framed so that either 


way it was answered would ?raw condemnation 
or disfavor upon Him. If He said to give tribute, 
then the Pharisees would immediately charge Him 
with disloyalty to the Jewish nation, and certain- 
ly not fit to be the Messiah, and He would lose out 
with all patriotic Jews. If He said not to give, 
then the Herodians would have grounds to bring 
Him before the Roman authorities. His answer is 
a marvellous display of wisdom, and at the same 
time a simple statement of the great principle of 
separation of Church and State which is one of our 
fundamental beliefs in America. 


IV. The Sadducees Question: Mark 12:18-27: 
The Skeptics’ Question. The Sadducees did not 
believe in the Resurrection, angels, or spirits. 


They make up a most impossible problem—the 
case of seven brethren who married according to 
the Mosaic Law, the same woman as each brother 
died and left no children. In the Resurrection, 
they cynically ask, whose wife will she be, for all 
Seven had her. 


He answers this question very simply and ef- 
fectively, taking occasion to point out the source 
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of their error, and to establish the certainty of 
immortality and the resurrection. 


Do ye not therefore greatly err; because ye 
know not the Scriptures, neither the power of 
God? Do we not have here the fundamental fault 
of Modernism, which is nothing but a revamped 
and renamed Sadduceeism? The Modernist also 
refuses to believe the Scriptures or the power of 
God. He stumbles at Inspiration and Miracles. If 
we accept the Scriptures and recognize the super- 
natural power of God, we have no trouble in believ- 
ing the miracles. 


Then He quotes from the Old Testament, 
(Exodus 3:6), to show that God is the God of 
living men, not of dead men; He is the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. These patriarchs had 
— to exalt; they were awaiting the Resur- 
rection. 


V. The Scribes’ Question: Mark 12:28-34: Which 
is the first Commandment of all? This does not 
seem to have been on the same level, or asked 
in the same spirit, as the other questions, but a 
sincere inquiry of a man in earnest. 


Jesus gives a direct and masterful reply, quoting 
again from the Old Testament, (Deut. 6:4 and 
Lev. 19:18). This is what is usually called the 
Summary of the Ten Commandments with its two 
sections, Love to God, and Love to Men. He 
speaks with authority as Interpreter and Revealer, 
just as He spoke in the Sermon on the Mount 
when He gave new meaning to many Old Testa- 
ment Laws, and purged them of the added “tra- 
ditions” of men. 


The answer was so clear that the scribe said, 
Well, Master, thou hast said the truth ete. Jesus’ 
words to him seem to prove that the man was 
sincere, Thou art not far from the Kingdom of 
God. A man who had as good a knowledge of the 
Scripture as this man had was surely on the very 
verge of entering the Kingdom. Somehow I cannot 
help feeling that this man saw the light, accepted 
the Savior, and entered into life. It is not said of 
him, as of the rich young ruler, that he went away 
sorrowful. 


No one after this dared ask Him any question. 
He had completely vanquished His enemies in this 
“combat of brains,” and left them baffled and 
humiliated. 


VI. Jesus’ Question: Mark 12:35-37. (Compare 
Matthew 22:4; Luke 20:41). Matthew tells us the 
——— What think ye of Christ? Whose Son is 

e? 


He proves to them by quoting from Psalm 
110:1 that Christ is more than the son of David. 
He is David’s son on the human side, but the Son 
of God also. In this closing question of the debate 
He takes to Himself divine authority. 


“Beware of the scribes.”” He exposes the sham 
and pretence of these so-called men of authority. 
We see in this picture two sorts of “authority” 
placed side by side: one, the authority of the 
scribes and Pharisees; the other, the divine au- 
thority of the Son of God. 


It is indeed a clash between “Pretence,” and 
aan: between evil men and the perfect Son 
of God. 
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Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topics For May 


May 1: I Don't Like To Wait! 
Or: God Has A Plan 


Suggested Program Outline 
Hymn: “I Am Thine O Lord.” 
Call to Worship: Proverbs 3:5-6. 
Scripture: Romans 8:28-39. 


Prayer: (For God’s guidance as the Young Peo- 
ple of the group seek to find His plan for their 
lives. ) 


Leader’s Introduction: 
Talks: “Men Who Waited.” 
Leader’s Discussion And Conclusion: 
Hymn: “All The Way My Saviour Leads Me.” 
Closing Prayer: (Mizpah or one led). 
Leader’s Introduction 


There are many things in our complex world 
today that are not easily explained. One of the 
most difficult for young people is why does it take 
such a long time to be something in the world? 
Just when one plans to be a doctor, lawyer, or a 
minister, it is discovered that it takes a lot of 
money to get the education; or Uncle Sam de- 
mands two years in the Army; or we have to take 
time to help dad on the farm. If we plan such 
fine things for our lives what’s the use anyway, 
when so many things come in to stop us? If God 
does have a plan for our lives, has He included 
such things as lack of money, the draft, sickness, 
and long education? We all want to find God’s 
will, but how can we when there are so many 
things which hold us back? The purpose of this 
evening program is to show from the lives of men 
in the Bible and history that God does have a 
plan for every Christian and that His plan in- 
cludes everything. 


Talk No. 1: Joseph 


The life of Joseph was filled with delays. God’s 
ultimate plan for him was to be ruler over his 
brothers and save his father from a famine. Joseph 
wanted to do God’s will and very early in life set 
out to help his brothers. The first delay came 
when his brothers, because they were jealous, sold 
Joseph to strangers who in turn left him a slave 
in Egypt. In Egypt he was far from his father 
and brothers, how could he ever fill his place in 
God’s plan so far away? No doubt Joseph won- 
dered about his position and how he could carry 
out God’s Plan. The second delay came when he 
was cast into prison for a crime he never com- 
mitted. This second delay was only complicated 
by a third, While in prison he interpreted one of 
his fellow-prisoner’s dreams. As a reward the 
prisoner said he would speak a good word for 
Joseph to Pharoah, the king of Egypt. When the 
prisoner was released, according to Joseph’s word, 
instead of doing as he promised he forgot all about 
Joseph, thus he was delayed over two years in 
the prison. Now we can well imagine the ques- 


tionings of Joseph and his relation to the over-al] 
plan of God in his life. Here he was far from 
home and a prisoner. How could he ever accom. 
plish his purpose in life? Were these conditions a 
part of God’s plan for Joseph or were they unex. 
pected exceptions which no one knew about? No 
doubt Joseph wondered. But let us go on with the 
story and see what happened. Joseph’s fame as 
a revealer of the meaning of dreams finally came 
to Pharoah, who had had a dream. He interpreted 
rightly Pharoah’s dream and was thus placed chief 
prince under Pharoah. This high position gave him 
authority to control the food in all the land. 
When the famine came in the land of Palestine 
where the brothers and father were, they learned 
of the abundance in Egypt. Finally all came to 
Joseph and he was ruler over his brothers and 
saved his father, which was the ambition and 
plan of his life. After it was all over no one knew 
better than Joseph himself how wonderfully all 
the delays had fitted into the plan and had been 
means to help carry out the plan. Had he never 
been placed in prison he could never interpreted 
the dream and Pharoah would never have heard 
of his fame, Had he never been sold by his broth- 
ers, he would never have gotten to Egypt. Joseph 
said to his brothers: “‘As for you, ye meant evil 
against me; but God meant it for good, to bring 
to pass, as it is this day, to save much people 


alive.” 
Talk No. 2: David 


From our earliest childhood we have heard about 
David and how he slew Goliath. But do we re- 
member that it was David’s ambition to be the 
King of Israel and that this was also God’s plan 
for Him? And do we remember that there were 
many delays and discouragements along the way 
before he actually became king? Samuel, the 
prophet, anointed David king when he was but a 
very young lad, (I Sam. 16:1-13). Before he ever 
confronted Goliath; before he had attained a high 
position in the court of Saul, he knew he was to 
be the future king. But there was a hard road 
ahead for David. He became an outcast, through 
no fault of his own, and he was forced to roam the 
hills and hide in caves and mountains for his 
life. The real problem in David’s experience 
probably was not in the delays themselves, but 
rather in the nature of the delays. He was hunted 
and hounded by the king himself. His very life 
was in danger due to the threats of the very 
throne of which he was to become king. Strange 
workings we might say, yet David waited patiently 
even refusing to take vengeance when opportunity 
came and finally God’s plan worked out for him. 
He did become king and the greatest of all the 
kings. No doubt he would never have been so great 
had he been without the delays. 


Talk No. 3: William Borden 


Let us turn now from men of Bible times to 
a man of modern life. No doubt all of you have 
read the life of William Borden of Yale. Here 
is an example of life that was ended in delay, 
yet we would never question that it was not 4 
part of God’s plan and that great things were not 
accomplished by his life. William Borden felt even 
before he entered college that God was calling 
him to be a missionary to the Moslems of Western 
China. He chose a long and thorough course of 











Apr. 15, 1949 


=. 





preparation, but died when still a very young man, 
before he ever reached China. Bill Borden’s life 
cannot be judged on the basis of the extent 
of his missionary activity since he did not reach 
China, but the influence of his character and his 
devotion to Christ made such a deep impression 
upon countless students with whom he had come 
in contact on the Yale campus, that we can say 
with real assurance that Bill Borden was a great 
missionary. He was cut off from achieving his 
long range goal, but because he was able to 
translate a Christ-concern for the geographically 
remote Moslems into a practical concern for the 
spiritual welfare of his immediate fellow stu- 
dents, Bill Borden pleased his Master more by 
doing only the “delayed” program of his life. 
(From Presbyterian Youth, Page 25). 


Leader’s Discussion And Conclusion 
Questions For Discussion 


1. Have we truly committed ourselves to Christ, 
desiring to do His will? 


(In bringing up this question the leader should 
remind the group that we can only expect to have 
God’s blessing and know God’s plan as we have 
truly taken Him as our own personal Saviour and 
fully surrendered our hearts to Him.) 


2. What are some of the ways that we may 
a? God’s plan and prepare ourselves for de- 
ays? 


(The leader may ask for suggestions from the 
group before he mentions any of the list given). 


(a) Daily Bible reading to see how God has led 
His chosen men of history. 


(b) Daily prayer asking God’s guidance with 
a sincere desire to know His plan. 


(c) Believe that He has a plan. 


(d) Take an inventory of our own natural 
abilities, because these are given to us by God. 


(e) Observe carefully our environment such 
as educational opportunities, etc. 


Conclusion By Leader 


We can see from these examples that sometimes 
God chooses the most unexpected situations to 
show us His providence and His purpose. If He 
means for us to do a certain thing for Him, He 
may take us to the ends of the earth and bring 
many delays which we may not understand at 
the time He allows them, yet He will reveal His 
purpose to us if we will only patiently and ex- 
pectantly wait. He will open the doors which lead 
to the achievement of that purpose and He will 
close doors which hinder it. But we must follow 
Him in faith, accepting His wisdom as being suf- 
ficient when we cannot understand the meaning 
of delay. Here is a good verse of Scripture to 


take home with you as we close our service this 
evening. 


Is. 40:30-31: “He giveth power to the faint; 
and to them that have no might He increaseth 
Strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, 
and the young men shall utterly fall: but they that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run and not be weary; and they shall walk, 
and not faint.” 
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CAMP RIO MEDINA 


MEDINA ... TEXAS 


Boys 12 and under. In the mountains 65 miles 
from San Antonio. Sports include aquatics, 
riding and other forms of athletics. Camp 
mothers for small boys. Two terms of five 
weeks each. $135.00 per term. 


Rev. Thos. W. Griffith, Ph.D. 
Director 
Department “P”’ 
917 West Mulberry Ave. 
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v= FOLDING CHZIIRS 
AND TABLES 


vat IN STEEL OR WOOD 


—"\ 5. P. REDINGTON & Co. 


DEPT. R 





NTON 2, PENNA 





We invite your inquiries about the cleaning of 
chintz draperies and slip covers, wedding and 
evening dresses, suits, coats and other items. 


FOOTER’S 
Cleaners & Dyers Since 1870 
223 West Mulberry St. Baltimore (1) Maryland 








FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sunday School 
or Missionary Superintendent, one copy of “TAKE NO 
THOUGHT” for each family in his congregation providing 
he will agree to give a talk on TITHING before distribu- 
tion. Write stating number of leaflets desired to TITHER, 
417-SP South Hill Street, Los Angeles 13, California. 











May 8: Family Weak Or 
Family Week? 


As we come to the close of Family week (May 
1-8) our program is aimed to help us do some 
thinking together about what makes for real 
Christian family living, The program should be 
conducted in the form of a quiz with the leader 
asking questions and others in the group giving 
the suggested answers. It is good to remember that 
the greatest benefit can best be realized only 
as the participants use their own supplementary 
ideas in the answers.) 


Suggested Program Outline 


Call to Worship: Phil. 2:3-4. 

Hymn: “For The Beauty Of The Earth.” ; 

Scripture: I Cor. 13. (Read either by leader or in 
unison from a Hymnal). 

Hymn: “Saviour, Like A Shepherd Lead Us.” 

Leader’s Introduction. 

Quiz: 

Discussion (if desired). 

Conclusion. ; 

Hymn: “Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind.” 

Closing Prayer. 
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Leader’s Introduction 


We have all heard the often repeated phrase, 
“The family is the foundation of society.” No 
truer words were ever spoken, and we have it 
from well established authority that the people 
who live in strong and well-organized homes make 
the best adults. But we also have proof that one 
of the most subtle “fifth columns’’ at work in our 
country today is the crumbling down of the happy 
home. J. Edgar Hoover tells us that our best de- 
fense against juvenile crime is a happy home life 
for all children and young people. In our discus- 
sions this evening we want to ask some questions 
to find out what is the cause of the breakdown 
in the American home. Then we want to see if 
we can learn the most effective way to re-estab- 
lish this vital foundation stone in the structure of 
human society. 


Question No. 1 


(Here the leader may call the name of the 
person in the group to whom he has previously 
given the part, and address the question to him). 


What are some of the factors causing weakness 
in modern family life? 
Answer 


There are many things that seem to me that 
cause trouble in a family. Quarreling, fussing, 
and nagging make a home very unhappy. When 
there are disagreements at home and they are 
only settled by bickering and fussing certainly this 
spoils the atmosphere. Selfishness which causes 
each member of the family to claim his own 
“rights” disregarding other members, will also 
bring immediate disaster to happy families. Some- 
times a family fails just because they do not 
have fun together, when each person goes his or 
her own way and does not share each other’s in- 
terests. But behind all these superficial factors 
of weakness in the family, I think there lies one 
root reason for all unhappiness and that is not 
putting Christ at the head and center of the home. 
If Christ is given an important place in the life 
of a family there is almost 100 percent certainty 
of real abiding happiness. Statistics prove, how- 
ever, that a very low percentage of homes in 
America give any definite place for Christ in their 
family life. This was made evident in a poll taken 
recently among 900 students of a Christian insti- 
tute. These students were asked whether there was 
any form of Christian activity other than church 
attendance done in their homes during childhood. 
Almost half of them answered NO! If this is true 
of the so-called Christian homes of America we 
can fairly judge that a much lower percentage 
would result if we asked the same question of 
young people who come from non-Christian homes. 


Question No. 2 By Leader 


You have given us some very thoughtful rea- 
sons why the modern family is weak, now let me 
ask what are some ways that we as young people 
can help make our families happier? 


Answer 


I believe one thing that would help is for a 
family to do things as a group. Many times mother 
and dad are too busy to plan things, but if we 
children got together and planned a hike or a 
picnic, then they would see that we wanted to 
have some fun and take time off and go with 
us. I know of one family that has game night 
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once a week and they really have fun together. 
Another thing that would help us open discussions 
in the family where each member could bring yp 
his or her problems and get the advice of the 
others. If there are difficulties in the family 
life then let the problems be discussed. There will 
almost certainly be a solution if all work together 
and think together. Another thing is each member 
having projects around the home such as planting 
flowers, painting, fixing curtains, etc. All these 
things make us feel like we are a very part of 
our family and bring about happiness and a sense 
of unity. 


Question No. 3 By Leader 


I quite agree that these are practical helpful 
suggestions about how to make our home life 
happier. But we are chiefly interested in the 
Christian aspects of our families. Are there any 
specific teachings in the Bible that direct us how 
to have better home life? 


Answer 


Yes there are many verses of scripture that 
speak directly about the home. Among one of 
the most important is the well known fifth com- 
mandment. “Honour thy father and thy mother 
. . -’ Here is a direct injunction from God to 
children and young people which is a clear guide to 
a happy home. If we truly respect and honour 
our parents, their word and their teaching and 
not rebel against them, then we have gone a long 
way toward establishing a real Christian home. 
The Bible also says that the commandments of 
God should be a very part of the life of every 
home. In Deut, 6:6-7 we have these words, “And 
these words which I command thee this day, shall 
be in thine heart; and thou shalt teach them dili- 
gently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou risest up.” 
Another one of the ten commandments which has 
a special bearing on family life is the fourth, 
“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy...” 
Nothing will do more to bind a home together 
than to attend church as a family every Sunday. 
Yes the Bible has much to say about the home and 
if each family would follow its precepts there would 
be less family weakness and more family weeks 
than just one a year. 


Question No. 4 By Leader 


If the Bible so clearly teaches us these things, 
how would you suggest that a family develope a 
truly Christian family life? 


Answer 


I believe that the daily family worship period 
is the best and most effective way of establishing 
a Christian home. This simply means that there }s 
a time set aside for family reading of the Bible 
and prayers each day. It is just as much a part 
of the routine as eating breakfast or going t0 
bed at night. As one Chinese Christian established 
a motto for their home, “No Bible no Breakfast. 
Nothing will better bind a family together with the 
ties of Christian love and understanding than to 
have the daily family altar. At this time the children 
are taught the “fear of the Lord” which they 
will carry with them all through life. At this 
time the problems of the family life are brought 
in prayer to God and with petitions that God wil 
help guide to a solution. No prayers are answered 
quicker than the prayer of a family to be happy: 
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Prayer changes things and the thing it usually 
changes is the hearts of the members of the 
family so that they love one another in such a 
way that all bitterness and quarrels are soon for- 


gotten. 
Question No, 5 By Leader 


There is no doubt as to the value of the family 
altar to strengthen our family life, but the problem 
has been brought up, that there are too many 
things in the busy life of a modern family that 
they can never get together long enough to have 
prayers. And besides it becomes just so routine in 
some families that it has no real meaning. What 
would you say about these things? 


Answer 


Yes there are many obstacles when attempting 
to have family worship. The biggest is time. A 
quiet quarter-hour, free from interruptions, is not 
to be found in the usual household with its rush 
of business, its staggered hours for work and 
school. But if time is not to be found, it must be 
taken. There must be some sacrifice. If this is the 
most effective way to build a happy family, then 
it is worth a little effort to make it work. The 
family should talk over its schedule, decide on a 
definite hour, and then hold to it. It may involve 
some inconveniences, some loss of sleep or time 
each day; but anything forgone in order to obey 
God will have its own rich reward. Once a family 
starts the easier they will find it is to stick to it. 


To keep the family worship from becoming mere 
routine and boring, it should be made interesting, 
instructive, and varied. One very helpful thing 
is singing. There may be some musical talent in 
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the family—here is an excellent opportunity to 
make use of music. The members of the family 
can suggest their own songs and learn new ones. 
Many hymns in the books are never sung simply 
because they are not known. A way of making 
family worship instructive is to have a system of 
memory, whereby each person learns so many 
portions of the Bible a week. One family has prac- 
ticed that for years and all the children grew up to 
go into Christian service and you may be assured 
they all knew their Bibles, because they laid it up 
in their hearts while young. One method of vary- 
ing the worship is to have a devotional book and 
read the portion of it for the day. Having spe- 
cial things to pray for will also add to spiritual 
growth. It is good to have requests written down 
and then check them off as they are answered. 
Certainly if a family really wants to have this 
period together they can find any one of a hun- 
dred ways to keep it interesting and helpful. 


Discussion: (If Desired) 


(Here ways and means of starting family wor- 
ship would make an interesting topic, especially if 
the family was not used to having daily devotions). 


Conclusion By Leader 


We have learned many things about the im- 
portance of family life to the benefit of society. 
We have also seen that the family altar is very 
important to the spiritual welfare of every home. 
Let us leave asking ourselves the question how 
can we make our family worship more interesting 
and helpful. 


Closing Prayer: 

















Central School For Missionaries’ Children 
A.P.C.M. Lubondai 


By Walter D. Shepard* 

One part of our work in Congo is carried on 
in the English language. To be more exact, it is 
carried on in the American language, for it is the 
work at the Central School of Missionaries’ Chil- 
dren at Lubondai in the heart of the Congo, where 
a part of the youth of America has been trans- 
planted and is rrowing up on African soil. This 
school was begun in 1926 as a small project by the 
ladies of one of our Mission stations, but has grown 
since into its own grounds and buildings, a faculty 
of five, and a student body numbering fifty, all 
children of missionaries, coming from ten dif- 
ferent Congo missions, Because of this school our 
missionaries are able to have their children with 
them in Africa until their college years, for the 
graduates of Central School are ready for ma- 
triculation in colleges throughout the United States 
When they receive their High School diplomas. The 
blessing of having these loved ones near in these 
formative years of life, the joy of sharing together 
as families the opportunities for service in this 
land we would claim for Christ, the witness of true 
Christian family life to those who have only re- 
cently seen the “Great Light,” plus the fact that 
our next generation of missionaries will draw 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 








heavily upon these so ideally trained for the task, 
make this provision for keeping the children in 
their African homes an important part of our 
Mission in Congo. 


As a consequence, if our Mission is to grow 
the School must grow also. Already, the Mission 
has gotten slightly ahead in this growth, and the 
School is suffering from growing pains. This term 
(1948-1949) there are six of the older boys living 
in what was built to be their carpenter shop, a 
sun-dried brick and grass-roofed building. Also, 
eight of the older girls and one of the teachers are 
in a temporary dormitory annex. Through the 
Presbyterian Program of Progress, funds are al- 
ready provided to alleviate the situation by the 
construction of the dormitory wings, one for boys 
and one for girls, to be added to the present 
permanent dormitory buildings. The School _ has 
other needs which we trust will be provided for 
in this Program during the years ahead: a faculty 
residence and another classroom unit are needed 
immediately, while any expansion plans will natur- 
ally require more space in all departments. Our 
prayer is that this important part of our African 
work may be upon the hearts of our Church, that 


*Mr. Shepard is an educational missionary in 
Lubondai, Africa. 
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it may be used of the Lord as a key post in the 
program of witnessing unto Him unto the utter- 
most part of the earth. 








Mrs. John L. Parkes, Assistant Secretary of 
Woman’s Work of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, recently 
elected by thy Assembly's Committee on Woman's 
Work. Mrs. Parkes will assume her new duties in 
the committee’s office in Atlanta, Ga., in May. At 
present she is an administrative assistant in nursing 
service in the office of the North Atlantic Region 
of the American Red Cross, New York, N. Y. She 
is the widow of a Presbyterian minister, John Lind- 
say Parkes, who was pastor of the Presbyterian 


Church, Bethesda, Md., at the time of his death 
in 1939. 





How The Bible Spoke To Jose 


When Jose’s father bought a new farm in Costa 
Rica and decided his son was to go and be in 
charge the young man knew he would be lonely. 
He loved company and a good time, and how 
was he to occupy the hours after the day’s work 
would be done? Neighbors were far off and the 
darkness would be an unwelcome companion. 


He stood in front of his father’s well-stocked 
book shelves meditating. Jose had never cared for 
books, but there must be something with which 
he could break the dark silence. So at random he 
cleared off an, entire shelf, and when he packed 
the books and found a Bible was among the assort- 


ment, he shrugged his shoulders, for to him it was 
just another book. 


One evening, weary from a hard day’s work, 
Jose took down the Bible. It was hard going at 
first, especially in the front part of the book 
where there seemed to be so many names, and 
such names! So he hastily turned to the part 
marked “New Testament.” Every night, immedi- 
ately after his simple meal, Jose picked up the 
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Bible, eager to know more. He finally realizeg 
that the life he had led was not the kind portrayeq 
in the New Testament. His nights were filled with 
uneasiness and there was no consolation for him 
in the brighter light of the day. Finally, one night, 


in the darkness and alone, he accepted Christ as 
his Saviour. 


When he returned home all his family and 
friends noticed a great change. “What has hap- 
pened to you?” they asked, And after he told 
them, they begged him to read from his well- 
marked Bible to them. 


After some months, without the help of any 
outsider they decided to build a church. A mis 
sionary heard about Jose and offered his services 
to help organize the congregation. Then they called 
Jose as pastor, since the missionary’s time was 
taken with other duties. For some time, Jose, 
untrained but filled with evangelistic zeal, filled 
the place. At last another missionary came to help, 
being able to give full time to the growing congre- 
gation, while Jose went to the Latin American 
Mission in Central America for study. 


No one can guess where the Bible came from 
—but someone years ago put it into the hands of 
a member of the family. Silent over the years— 
but with the opening of its covers the power of 
this great Book leaped forth; it transformed the 
life of a young man; it challenged to better living 
an entire community; it became the cornerstone 
of a thriving congregation. Just one Bible. It 
could have been left by a colporteur of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. Many are in the Latin Ameri- 
can countries, bearing fruit after some seasons. 
One of the great problems of the Society is to 
find enough Scriptures to meet the urgent calls 
that come from our neighbors in the South. 


Church News a 


Home Visitation Evangelism 


In The North Avenue Presbyterian 
Church — Atlanta, Ga. 


The North Avenue Presbyterian Church in At 
lanta, Ga., has accepted the quota for new members 
allotted to it by the Presbyterian Program of 
Progress for 1948-49, and, under the inspirational 
guidance and leadership of Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, 
Jr., its pastor, is now conducting a vigorous pro- 


gram with special emphasis upon Visitation Evan- 
gelism. 
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Interest in Visitation Evangelism was first 
aroused in the North Avenue Presbyterian Church 
in January 1947 when thirty-seven Presbyterian 
Churches in Atlanta and neighboring towns sent 
representatives to a five days school held in that 
Church under the leadership and direction of Dr. 
Guy H. Black, of the Board of Evangelism of the 
Methodist Church, and under the local Chairman- 
ship of Rev. Cecil Thompson, the newly appointed 
Professor of Evangelism at the Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary. 


This school was attended by some 450 laymen 
and pastors from the thirty-seven churches and 
consisted of a two hours Sunday afternoon perio 
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of instruction by Dr. Black followed by four supper 
meetings on Monday through Thursday in the 
various participating churches. At these supper 
meetings additional detailed instructions were given 
by the visiting pastors from outside Atlanta, after 
which the teams composed of two laymen each, or 
a pastor and layman, visited the selected prospects 
from 7:30 to 9:00 P.M. 


The North Avenue Presbyterian Church fur- 
nished an average of 44 teams for the four nights 
visitation and made 312 calls upon 238 prospects 
with the result that 21 new members were re- 
ceived on profession of faith, 15 on reaffirmation 
of faith and 25 by transfer of letter, making a 
total of 61 new members. 


The result of the four nights visitation was so 
encouraging and the enthusiasm and _ interest 
aroused thereby among the workers was so keen, 
together with the apparent need for continuing this 
type of work, led to the immediate organization 
by Dr. Broyles of a permanent group in the 
church known as the Home Visitation Eangelism 
Group. 


General Troup Miller, a retired Regular Army 
Officer and an elder in the church, was appointed 
Chairman of this group and another elder, Mr. J. 
R. Carmichael, was named Vice Chairman. Some 
forty men and women volunteered for the work 
and. with this manifestation of interest in this 
vital subject of saving souls, it was decided to 
have a supper meeting for visitation once a month 
and to continue the work throughout the year, 
with the exception of the four summer months, 
June through September. The results to date have 
been most gratifying and the membership of the 
church has been growing steadily. 


The experience of the North Avenue Presby- 
terian Church in this field has shown that the 
City of Atlanta is full of souls who are hungering 
for Christ but who have no permanent church 
homes, either due to negligence in having their 
letters transferred or to the fact that they have 
never made a public confession of Christ. These 
people appear to be waiting for someone to visit 
them and express a Christian interest in them and 
as a general rule their reception of the church 
visitors has been most cordial and a hearty wel- 
come has been extended to them. 


The names of prospects are received regularly 
from various sources such as the Hospitality Com- 
mittee of the Atlanta Chamber of Commerce, visi- 
tors to the church, Sunday School connections and 
hames submitted by members of the church. 


It was found in carrying out this work that 
consecrated laymen were peculiarly fitted for this 
type of spiritual endeavor, the essential equipment 
or such a ministry being a sympathetic under- 
standing of the task, a Christian experience and 
a sincere desire to serve. 


The experience of the layman in this work soon 
taught him that the responsibility of soul-winning 
was just as much his duty as it was that of the 
pastor. He realized that the visit of the layman was 
In itself witnessing for Christ, that the work he 
was doing was really a challenge to his Christian 
Service and invariably he was surprised and en- 
heeaeed to observe what a profound impression 
1S Visit made upon the persons visited. 


All the members of the Visitation Evangelism 
Group of the North Avenue Presbyterian Church 
have the strong conviction that faithful prayer 
has had more to do with the success of the Evangel- 
ism Campaign in this church than any other fea- 
ture. Some member of the group or the pastor 
always offers a fervent prayer before the visiting 
teams start out upon their mission and each team 
before making each call utters a special petition 
for the prospects in that particular home. 


The Evangelism Group of this church has the 
satisfaction of knowing that they are not only 
helping their church and their minister but that 
they are rendering a very effective Christian serv- 
ice to the community. In devoting one evening 
each month to the sacred task of dealing with the 
souls of men and attempting to lead them to 
Christ they are deriving a joy and obtaining re- 
sults from this experience which no other work 
can surpass. They are all enthusiastic over con- 
tinuing to devote themselves to their calling to be 
“Fishers of Men.” 





Dr. & Mrs. L. J. Coppedge Retire 


The following excerpts are from a letter written 
by our missionaries in Mexico on the occasion of 
the retirement of Dr. and Mrs. Coppedge, after 
42 years of service in that field: 


“Dr. and Mrs. L. J. Coppedge, 
Montreat, North Carolina. 


Dear Fellow Missionaries and Beloved Friends: 


Gathered for our Mission Meeting here in 
the house which was the home you graciously 
shared with us as we came and went for many 
years, we feel very close to you. In heart you 
still belong to us and we to you. The love of 
Christ will always unite us. We are glad that 
we can tell you now how truly we value the 
experience of our working together and how 
sincerely we love you. 


We remember with gratitude the work you 
did as missionaries. We remember lovingly the 
friendship you gave so generously to all of us 
= to the Mexican people among whom we 
ive. 


We are happy to express our deep appreci- 
ation of you, Dr. Coppedge, as the founder of 
the Medical Work of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church in Mexico. Dr. J. Walton Gray- 
bill served for a brief time on the board as 
a doctor, possibly having no thought of estab 
lishing a hospital. We appreciate your courage 
and faith in undertaking this mission after you 
were compelled providentially to leave your 
medical work in the Congo. We admire your 
perseverance in the face of so much oppo- 
sition by the government in recognizing your 
right to practice medicine in Mexico, by those 
of your own profession in Morelia, by the 
fanatical element in trying to destroy your 
work by setting up a rival hospital just across 
the street. We gratefully recognize your deep 
devotion to your chosen profession and to the 
Master’s call to service in Mexico, when it 
meant long separations from your devoted 
wife and children ... You will be glad to know 
that your old medicine satchel is still carrying 
on its healing work in the hands of Dr. James 
R. ‘Boyce. 
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More than for what you and Mrs. Coppedge 
did, however, we appreciate you both for what 
you are. 


With heart-felt appreciation and abiding 


affection, we are, yours in the bond of Christ 
and His love.” 



















DALLAS PRESBYTERY 


The Presbytery of Dallas will hold its Stated 
Spring Meeting at Presbytery’s Camp at Lake 
Dallas on April 19, 1949 at 2:00 P.M. 

Robert L. Corran, Stated Clerk. 





Presbytery Of Western Texas 


The Presbytery of Western Texas will convene 
in stated spring session in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Cuero, Tex., on Tuesday, April 19, 1949, 


at 8:00 P.M, 
T. H. Pollard, Stated Clerk. 













Presbytery Of Mid-Texas 


The date for the Stated Spring Meeting of the 
Presbytery of Mid-Texas has been changed from 
April 12th to April 19th at Cleburne, Tex., at 


7:30 P.M. 
J. Leighton Green, Stated Clerk. 












Grace Covenant Church 
Orlando, Fla. 

‘ Rev. Jack Powell, Minister to the Grace Cove- 
nant Church and the John Knox Chapel of Or- 
lando, Fla., has accepted a call to become the 
Pastor of the Madison Presbyterian Church and 
New Oakland Presbyterian Church, in Madison, 
Fla, Mr. Powell will take up his new pastorate and 
begin his work there in April. 

Beulah Drake, Church Sec’y. 























Winter Meeting - Mobile Presbytery 
Evergreen. Ala., Jan. 11, 1949 


1. Examination of Rev. Richard I, Kell, of 
Tuscaloosa Presbytery; reception and installation 
to be at Monroeville Presbyterian Church, 7:30 
P.M., January 30, with following Commission in 
charge: Rev. R. H. Walkup to preside (Rev. A. D. 
Cloud, alternate); Rev. J. H. Gailey, sermon 
(Rev. J. B. Spragens, alternate); Elders R. H. 
Liddell, Camden, to charge pastor (Elder R. K. 
McMillan, Brewton, alternate); Rev. J. H. Bogie 
to charge congregation (Rev. J. C. Frist, alternate). 












2. Authority given Stated Clerk to have perma- 
nent copy of Minutes of Presbytery bound in 10- 
year volumes. 


8. Elder Bruce Henderson, 
Moderator-in-Nomination for 
Presbytery. 





named 
meeting of 


Camden, 
next 







4 Spring Meeting of Presbytery to be held at 
Spring Hill Church, April 19, 1949, at 10:00 A.M. 


5. Adoption of Overtures to General Assembly 
and Synod (the latter identical with former ex- 
cept for words in parentheses): 






“In order to assure that the benevolent funds 
contributed by the churches of the General As- 
sembly (Synod of Alabama) be used in such a way 
as to provide as adequately as possible for all the 
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agencies supported by the General Assembly 
(Synod and the General Assembly); therefore: 


“The Presbytery of Mobile respectfully over. 
tures the General Assembly (Synod of Alabama) 
to appoint a Central Treasurer of Benevolence; 
whose duty it shall be to receive the gifts of the 
constituent churches, presbyteries and synods of 
the General Assembly (const. churches and pres. 
byteries of the Synod) to the benevolent causes 
of the General Assembly (of the Synod and the 
General Assembly), and to disburse them propor. 
tionately according to the budget adopted by the 
General Assembly (the Synod); provided that all 
specifically designated gifts shall go to the cause 
tor which they are designated, and that the re. 
mainder of all contributions shall be distributed in 
such a way as to assure that every cause in the 
budget receives as nearly as possible its propor. 
tionate share of the total contributions; provided 
also that all agencies of the church represented 
in the budget of the General Assembly (Synod) 
shall report promptly to the Central Treasurer 
the amount of any and all gifts made to them di- 
rectly by the synods, presbyteries and churches 
(presbyteries and churches), and that this infor. 
mation shall be considered by the Central Treasurer 
in distributing funds at his disposal. 


6. Vacancy on the Home Mission Committee 
was left to be filled at the Spring Meeting of 
Presbytery. 

James H. Gailey, Jr. 
Stated Clerk. 





GRANVILLE PRESBYTERY 


At a Called Meeting of Granville Presbytery 
held in the First Presbyterian Church of Raleigh, 
N. C. March 14, 1949, the Reverend William C. 
Bennett was received from Wilmington Presby- 
tery and arrangements made for his installation as 


Pastor of the Trinity Avenue Church of Durham, 
N. C. Mr. Bennett begins his pastorate there 
April ist. 


The pastoral relation existing between the Rev- 
erend Ben. F. Moore and the Oxford and Geneva 
Churches was dissolved and he was given a Cer- 
tificate of Dismission to Mecklenburg Presbytery. 
Mr. Moore expects to take up his duties as Pastor 
of the First Church of Albemarle, N. C. on April Ist. 


The Reverend C. Lynn Brown was elected a 
Commissioner to the General Assembly to take 
the place of Mr. Moore. The Reverend Denver &. 
Blevins was elected an alternate to the General 
Assembly. 


The Reverend R. Don Carson was nominated 
for Moderator of Presbytery. 


Granville Presbytery will meet in its regular 
Spring Session in the Mizpah Church at Moore’s 
School House. The Reverend Denver S. Blevins 1 
host pastor and Dr. Ben R. Lacy, Jr. is retiring 
Moderator. 
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AS THE LIGHTENING FLASHES 
By Dr. F. W. Price 


Published by John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 
Price $2.50. Under this stirring title Dr. Frank 
Price of our China Mission delivered the 1948 
Sprunt Lectures. The several lecture themes are 
equally arresting. Dr. Price has had a rich and 
varied experience as a missionary and American 
adviser to the Chinese delegation to the United 
Nations. His lectures are encyclopaedic in the range 
of their reading and full of apt quotations. Here 
are a few chosen at random: 


“Only the believing ages are the fruitful ages.” 


“The Word with the right hand and Love with 
the left.” 


“The missionary is not a magnetic pole but a 
magnetic needle pointing to his Lord.” 


“‘Trust’ is ‘leaning one’s whole weight upon’.” 
“ ‘Forgive’ is ‘take his fault out of your heart’.” 


The strength of the lectures is in their satura- 
tion with the experience of the missionary, in their 
high idealism and most of all in their use of the 
Bible. The Bible—prayer—the Holy Spirit—faith 
—love—hope—patience: we find them all here. 


With so much that is good in the book we regret 
to note things with which we cannot concur. 
The lecturer derives his knowledge of God not only 
from the Word, but also from nature, history, 
ethic philosophies (Pages 108-126). For him the 
Logos of John carries Plato’s meaning (Page 197). 
Stauffer, Cullmann, Kleinknecht and Kittel give 
it a very different meaning (ThWzNT LV. 88f.). 
The description of the God of the Old Testament 
as just and holy and the God of the New Testa- 
ment as love and grace is too close to Marcionism 
(Page 108). The lecturer further breaks with the 
Reformed heritage by rejecting the sola gratia 
(Page 103). The watchword of our Reformed 
fathers is, “The Word, nothing but the Word, the 
whole Word; grace, nothing but grace, all-suf- 
ficient grace.” 


Further the lecturer depreciates the ancient 
creeds and the theology of Christ, of sin and of 
atonement (Pages 111, 115). This is the more 
Serlous since Prof. T. C. Chao, whom Dr. Price 
quotes with approval, similarly depreciated the 
Christological formulation in his address of Am- 
sterdam, and since the same Chinese scholar had 
earlier declared that “the divine-human Christ 
of the West will become the human-divine Jesus 
of the Chinese people.” Our Church testifies to 
God, the eternal Son, who became also man, not 
to a merely exalted and defied man. 


The mind of Christ which is magnified at the 
expense of a fixed moral code (Page 115) can 
become the mind of the modern interpreter. Sev- 
eral texts pointing to the Second Coming of Christ 
are interpreted as of current hours of stress 
(Pages 86, 38). Salvation after death is posited 
a a possibility and prayers for the dead, con- 
Strued as existing in a Protestant substitute for 
purgatory, are advocated (Page 165). 
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On at least one occasion the lecturer has a 
magnificent emphasis on Christ as the foundation 
(I Cor. 3:11), but on other occasions (Pages 31, 
84, 59), “the true mystic” is magnified as the 
recipient of the most luminous visions of God. 
The danger of the false immediacy in mysticism 
is recognized and opposed by such diverse theo- 
logians as John Wesley, B. B. Warfield, Emil 
Brunner. The full-blown mystic professes an im- 
mediate contact with God for which neither Christ 
the Mediator nor the means of grace He has or- 
dained is necessary. 


We hope that the missionary heroism inculcat- 
ed by the volume, the stimulation of the mission- 
ary progress and the sweep of its vigorous testi- 
mony will more than compensate for the weak- 
nesses we have mentioned. 

—William C. Robinson. 





THE MEANING OF CHRIST FOR PAUL 
By Elias Andrews 


Published by Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. Price $3.00. This volume follows the 
“liberal” theology in the distinctive points. Paul 
is interpreted on the basis of his experience and 
environment rather than the recognition that his 
epistles are God’s revelation. On Page 126 the 
author dismisses the thought that Paul called Jesus 
God by an inadequate discussion of only one text 
out of the four that Warfield alleges—and in the 
context he is citing Warfield. Propitiation is evacu- 
ated of its meaning (Pages 51-52) and forgiveness 
posited “‘on the sole basis of repentance and faith.” 
Andrews admits Paul’s use of substitutionary lan- 
guage to describe Christ’s death and then insists 
that we drop the use of substitution in considering 
Christ’s death (Page 54). In lieu of the historic 
Protestant doctrine of the imputation of Christ’s 
righteousness, the neo-Protestant view of Sabatier 
that God’s righteousness is imparted or shared 
with man is taught (Pages 65, 66). This allegedly 
sets man in a new direction and gives him “a 
new law” to “imitate’ the righteousness of love 
which was completely fulfilled in Christ. 


From such legalism we return with Luther to 
Paul’s Gospel, that is with Paul to Christ who 
as our Substitute did for us what we could not do 
for ourselves and what we cannot do without— 
Christ, Christ alone is our righteousness, our hope. 
His Cross is our one ground of forgiveness, His 
Resurrection our only hope of glory. As E. Stauf- 
fer of Bonn writes in his New Testament theology, 
Paul condenses the meaning of Christ in Ga- 
lations; and this condensed testimony which Luther 
rightly understood as sola fide is pre:erved against 
subjective modernistic misunderstanding by writing 
that Gospel today sola cruce.—Wm. C. Robinson. 





Conversion 


Conversion to God is not so easy and 80 
smooth a thing, as some would have men believe it 
is. Why is man’s heart compared to fallow ground, 
God’s word to a plough, and His ministers to 
ploughmen, if the heart indeed has no need of 
breaking in order to the receiving of the seed of 
God unto eternal life? Why is the conversion of 
the soul compared to the grafting of a tree, if that 
be done without cutting? —John Bunyan. 











CHILDREN’S FOREIGN MISSION DAY 


MAY, 1949 


Offering: For Christian Kindergartens 
and Schools in Japan 


Order Program Material from 
Educational Dept., Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
Box 330, Nashville, Tenn. 


» SEND OFFERING TO CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 








